EEPOR  T_ 


Population. 

The  Population  of  the  County  Landward  for  1923  was 
44,068.  The  figures  for  the  Districts  are  : — 


1923. 


District:. 

ii. 

F. 

Total. 

1921 

Census. 

Acres. 

Thornhill 

6,315 

6,233 

12,548 

12,699 

214,968 

Dumfries 

4,024 

4,514 

8,538 

8,871 

78,503 

Annan 

5,945 

6,232 

12,177 

12,551 

83,865 

Lockerbie 

3,793 

4,127 

7,920 

8,409 

170,859 

Langholm 

1,451 

1,434 

2,885 

3,070 

136,113 

County  L’ward 

21,528 

22,540 

44,068 

45,600 

684,308 

Births. 

The  Births  intimated  by  Registrars  were  1072  (564 
male,  508  female),  an  increase  of  30  on  the  figure  of  the 
previous  year.  The  rate  per  1000  persons  living  was 
24  326.  The  average  rate  for  the  previous  ten  years  was 
22-162.  The  figures  for  the  Districts  are  : — 


Districts. 

M. 

i. 

Total. 

Birth-rate  pei 
1000  persons 
living. 

Thornhill 

178 

156 

334 

26-618 

Dumfries  

88 

88 

176 

20-613 

Annan 

172 

144 

316 

25  951 

Lockerbie  .. 

99 

87 

186 

23-484 

Langholm 

27 

33 

60 

20-797 

County  Landward 

564 

508 

1072 

24-326 

Of  the  1072  births,  951  were  legitimate  and  121  illegiti- 
mate. The  proportion  of  legitimate  births  to  married 
women  living  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  was  223  per 
1000.  The  figures  for  each  District  are  : — 
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Estimated 
number  of 
married  women 
living  between 


District*.  15  and  45. 

Thornhill  ..  1242 

Dumfries  ...  784 

Annan  ..  1223 

Lockerbie  ...  738 

Langholm  270 

County  L’ward  4257 


Number  of 
legitimate 
births. 

Kate  per  1000 
married  women 
living  between 
15  and  45. 

303 

243  96 

148 

188-77 

282 

230-58 

167 

226-29 

51 

188-89 

951 

223-39 

The  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  to  unmarried 
women  and  widows  living  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45 
was  21-55  per  1000,  and  the  proportion  to  total  births 
113  per  1000.  The  figures  for  the  Districts  are  : — 


Estimated  number  RatesperlOOO  Proportion 

of  unmarried  unmamied  of  illegiti- 

women  women  mate  to 

and  widows  Number  of  and  widows  1000 
living  between  illegitimate  living  between  total 


Districts.  15  and  45.  births.  15  and  45.  births. 

Thornhill  1477  31  20-99  93 

Dumfries  1249  28  22-42  159 

Annan  1504  34  22-61  108 

Lockerbie  1035  19  18-36  102 

Langholm  351  9 25-64  150 

County  Landward  5616  121  21-55  113 


Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907  and  1915. 

The  number  of  Births  intimated  under  these  Acts 
in  the  County  Landward  was  951.  or  121  less  than  the 
number  registered  ; but  as  24  still-births  which  were  not 
registered  arc  included  in  the  number  notified,  the  number 
of  live  births  not  notified  would  appear  to  be  145.  An 
attempt  is  now  being  made  to  correct  the  leakage  by 
having  returns  of  birtli3  from  the  Registrars  by  which 
the  notifications  arc  checked,  the  parents  of  unnotified 
children  being  written  to,  drawing  their  attention  to  the 
provisions  of  these  Acts.  The  figures  for  1923  in  each 
District  are  : — 
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Districts. 

No.  of  persons  notifying. 
Medical.  Midwives.  Others. 

Births 

notified. 

Still- 

births. 

Births 

registered. 

Thornhill 

12 

1 1 

281 

4 

334 

Dumfries 

14 

2 

145 

5 

176 

Annan 

12 

3 1 

286 

10 

316 

Lockerbie 

13 

177 

4 

186 

Langholm 

6 

62 

1 

60 

From  the  Burghs  of  Annan.  Sanquhar,  Lochmaben, 
Lockerbie,  Moffat,  and  Langholm  232  births  were  notified. 
The  total  number  intimated  to  the  County  Health  Office 
was  1183,  of  which  1117  were  notified  by  medical  prac- 
titioners, 64  by  midwives,  and  2 by  other  persons.  In 
addition  52  were  discovered  by  Health  Visitors  and  Nurses, 
and  37  were  transferred  in  from  other  areas.  The  total 
number  on  the  Register  was  therefore  1272,  of  which  47 
were  transferred  to  other  areas  outside  the  County. 

Eight  hundred  and  ninety-nine  of  these  children  and 
eighty  of  those  notified  in  1922  have  been  visited  and 
reported  on  during  the  year.  The  work  has  been  carried 
out  by  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses.  At  the 
beginning  of  1923  there  were  two  Health  Visitors  and  eight 
District  Nurses  available  for  the  work.  During  the  year 
negotiations  with  Moffat  and  Lockerbie  Nursing  Associa- 
tions led  to  the  employment  of  two  Nurses  in  each  of  these 
areas  for  the  performance  of  the  statutory  duties.  The 
Nursing  Association  at  Lochmaben  was  resuscitated  and 
a Nurse  appointed.  At  Kirkmiehael,  Gretna,  and  Canonbie 
new  Associations  were  formed,  two  Nurses  being  employed 
at  Gretna  to  perform  the  duties  in  Lower  Annandale 
(Dornock,  Gretna,  and  Kirkpatrick-Fleming),  and  one 
each  at  Kirkmiehael  and  Canonbie.  There  are  now  sixteen 
District  Nurses  engaged.  Of  the  979  children,  447  were 
seen  by  the  Health  Visitors,  the  remainder  by  the  District 
Nurses — at  Annan  (105),  Kirkconncl  (98),  Sanquhar  (93), 
Moffat  (54),  Thornhill  (47),  Lockerbie  (28),  Carruthers- 
town  (26),  Lochmaben  (23),  Dunscore  (20),  Moniaivc  (20), 
Ruthwell  (15),  Kirkmiehael  (2),  and  Lower  Annandale  (1). 
The  Nurses  in  the  two  latter  areas  were  at  work  only  for  a 
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short  period  of  the  year.  Sixty-six  per  cent,  were  found 
to  be  wholly  breast-fed,  seven  per  cent,  partial]}’  so,  and 
twenty-seven  per  cent,  bottle-fed.  The  long  tube  bottle 
was  found  in  use  in  ten  instances,  and  a more  suitable  type 
recommended. 

The  following  conditions  were  noted  : — 


Eye  affections  (mostly  slight  discharges)  16 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  5 

Digestive  Troubles  34 

Bronchitis  4 

Pneumonia  8 

Skin  Eruptions  8 

Measles  4 

Whooping-cough  ..  8 

Congenital  Defects  ..  6 


A survival  of  ancient  beliefs  was  found  in  the  refusal 
of  three  mothers  to  have  their  infants  weighed. 

By  arrangements  with  the  various  Committees  and 
Associations,  the  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses  not 
only  visited  infants  under  the  Child  Welfare  Scheme,  but 
also  gave  assistance  in  Tuberculosis  work  and  following-up 
cases  of  defects  found  at  School  Medical  Inspections.  One 
of  the  Health  Visitors  also  attended  at  the  female  V.D. 
clinic. 


Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915. 

Seven  midwives,  certified  by  the  Central  Midwivcs’ 
Board  for  Scotland,  intimated  their  intention  to  practice 
in  the  Districts  of  Thornhill,  Dumfries,  and  Annan.  No 
such  intimations  were  received  from  the  Districts  of  Locker- 
bie and  Langholm.  The  midwives  who  gave  intimation 
were  : — 


In  Thornhill  District — 

Jane  Cardie,  4 Aisne  Street,  Kirkconnei. 
Mary  Waugh,  Dunscore. 


o 


In  Dumfries  District — 

Margaret  Callander,  Craigend  Cottage,  Dumfries. 
Rachael  Porteous,  Gasstown,  Dumfries. 

In  Annan  District — 

Ruth  Evetyn  Cromarty,  26  The  Rand,  Eastriggs. 
Sarah  Ferguson,  C East  9,  Gretna. 

Annie  Jane  M'Carl,  Springfield,  Gretna. 

Practically  all  of  these  act  as  maternity  nurses  as  well  as 
midwives. 

The  births  attended  bv  midwives  in  1923  and  the  per- 
centages to  the  total  numbers  notified  and  registered 
were  : — 


District!. 

Attended 

by 

Midwives. 

Total 

Births 

Notified. 

Total 

Births 

Registered. 

Percentages  of  Births 
attended  by  Midwives  to 
Notified.  Registered. 

Thornhill 

...  16 

281 

334 

5-7 

4-8 

Dumfries 

... . 7 

145 

176 

4-8 

40 

Annan  

41 

286 

316 

14-3 

130 

Reports  from  midwives  included  one  of  sending  for 
medical  assistance  because  the  patient  became  “ out- 
rageous,” three  of  attendance  at  still- births,  three  of  laying- 
out  of  dead  bodies,  and  one  of  liability  to  be  a source  of 
infection. 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  occurred.  The  circum- 
stances were  enquired  into,  and  no  blame  was  found  to 
attach  to  the  midwife. 


Deaths. 

The  number  of  Deaths  intimated  by  Registrars,  the 
transfers  (in  and  out),  and  consequent  adjustments 


were  : — 
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Adjusted  Retires 

Heeistered  Transfers  Transfers  , ' 


Districts. 

Deaths. 

in. 

out. 

Total. 

u. 

F. 

Thornhill 

157 

23 

2 

178 

91 

87 

Dumfries 

167 

13 

88 

92 

43 

49 

Annan 

142 

29 

13 

158 

90 

68 

Lockerbie 

95 

13 

3 

105 

53 

52 

Langholm 

37 

7 ■ 

2 

42 

20 

22 

County  L’ward 

598 

85 

108 

575 

297 

278 

The  Registrar-General’s  figures  for  the  five  Districts 
when  summed  up  show  a total  of  600  registered  deaths, 
71  transfers  in  and  63  transfers  out,  leaving  after  adjust- 
ment a total  of  608  for  statistical  purposes.  The  difference 
between  our  figures  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the 
Registrar- General  does  not  transfer  deaths  out  of  Scot- 
land. This,  he  admits,  operates  hardly  on  Dumfriesshire, 
and  more  particularly  on  the  Dumfries  District,  in  which 
the  Crichton  Royal  Institution,  with  numerous  patients 
from  England  and  Ireland,  is  situated.  On  the  other 
hand,  no  deaths  are  admitted  from  Carlisle,  to  institutions 
in  which  a considerable  number  of  patients  from  other 
Districts  in  the  east  of  the  County  are  sent. 


The  death-rates,  crude,  corrected  for  transfers,  and 
also  for  age  and  sex  distribution  in  the  five  Districts  are  : — 


Districts. 

Crude 

death-rates. 

Death -ratei 
corrected 
lor  transfers. 

Death-rates 
corrected 
also  for 
ape  and  sex 
distribution. 

Rates 

according  to 
Reiristrar. 
General. 

Thornhill 

12  512 

14-186 

12  970 

12-8 

Dumfries 

19-560 

10-775 

9-485 

12-5 

Annan  

11-661 

12-975 

11-945 

116 

Lockerbie 

11-994 

13-257 

11-290 

10-6 

Langholm 

12-825 

14-558 

12-595 

12-2 

County  L’ward 

13-570 

13-048 

11-565 

11-7 

The  corrected  death-rate  for  the  County  Landward 
may  therefore  be  stated  at  11-565  per  1000.  The  average 
of  this  rate  for  the  past  ten  years  has  been  13  640  per  1000. 


The  factors  for  the  correction  required  by  age  and  sex- 
distribution  are  : — Thornhill  District,  -9143  ; Dumfries, 
•8803 ; Annan,  -9206 ; Lockerbie,  -8516 ; Langholm, 
•8652 ; County  Landward,  8864. 

The  classification  of  deaths  according  to  cause  in  each 
District,  and  the  death-rates,  corrected  for  transfers  and 
for  age  and  sex  distribution,  are  given  in  the  two  tables 
following • 
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DEATHS  IN  COUNTY  DISTRICTS  IN  1923. 


Cause  ov  Death. 

Thorn- 

Dum- 

Annan. 

Lock- 

Lang- 

Count 

hill. 

fries. 

erbie. 

holm. 

L'wc 

Enteric  Fever 

• •• 

Typhus  Fever 

• • • 

... 

... 

• •• 

• •• 

Smallpox  .... 

• •• 

• • • 

• •• 

• M 

Measles  .... 

1 

1 

• •• 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

• . • 

... 

• •• 

. . . 

Whooping-cough  . 

2 

... 

2 

1 

... 

5 

Diphtheria  .... 

... 

1 

... 

• •• 

i 

Influenza  .... 

2 

3 

2 

• •• 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• •• 

Other  Epidemic  Diseases 

• . • 

• •• 

...  . 

• •• 

Pulmonary  Phthisis 

13 

G 

10 

8 

1 

36 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

2 

... 

... 

1 

... 

3 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 

3 

1 

1 

... 

2 

7 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

... 

... 

• a • 

... 

Malignant  Tumours 

17 

10 

13 

13 

2 

55 

Rheumatic  Fever  . 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

O 

Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.) 

2 

1 

1 

... 

... 

4 

Apoplexy  .... 

17 

9 

IS 

14 

3 

61 

Heart  Disease 

19 

10 

19 

17 

G 

77 

Diseases  of  Arteries 

1 

1 

7 

2 

... 

ii 

Bronchitis  .... 

11 

6 

4 

3 

I 

25 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

8 

7 

11 

6 

4 

36 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

6 

o 

3 

... 

14 

Enteritis  (under  2 years) 

... 

2 

2 

... 

4 

Appendicitis 

... 

2 

3 

... 

5 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 

3 

... 

... 

2 

5 

Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 

5 

7 

2 

I 

15 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 

... 

i 

... 

i 

o 

of  Pregnancy,  &c. 

3 

. . • 

i 

... 

... 

4 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 
, Malformations 

14 

fi 

9 

G 

i 

36 

Suicide  .... 

1 

3 

... 

5 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide) 

5 

2 

5 

3 

... 

15 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

40 

16 

32 

16 

16 

120 

Ill-Defined  Diseases 

9 

2 

3 

... 

1 

15 

Total?  . 

178 

92 

158 

105 

42 

575 

• 

9 


DEATH-RATES  IN  COUNTY  DISTRICTS  IN  1923. 


(Corrected  tor  Aoe  and  Sex  Distribution.) 


Cause  oe  Death. 

Thom- 

Dum- 

Annan. 

Lock- 

Lang- 

County 

hill. 

fries. 

erbie. 

1 

holm. 

L’wd. 

Enteric  Fever 

... 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Smallpox  .... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Measles  .... 

... 

•076 

•108 

... 

•040 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

• . . 

... 

Whooping-cough  . 

•145 

. . • 

•161 

•108 

... 

• 101 

Diphtheria  .... 

... 

... 

•076 

... 

... 

•020 

Influenza  .... 

•206 

•227 

• 215 

... 

•141 

[Encephalitis  Lethargica 

... 

... 

... 

•108 

... 

•020 

<Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

. . • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . • 

'Other  Epidemic  Diseases 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

[Pulmonary  Phthisis 

• 947 

•618 

•756 

•850 

•300 

•764 

'Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

•145 

... 

... 

• 108 

... 

•060 

-Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

•218 

•103 

•076 

... 

•600 

•141 

•Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

... 

[Malignant  Tumours 

1-239 

1-031 

•983 

1-398 

•600 

1-106 

[Rheumatic  Fever 

•073 

... 

... 

•108 

040 

IMeningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.) 

•146 

•103 

•076 

... 

... 

■080 

-Apoplexy  .... 

1-239 

•928 

1-361 

1-506 

•900 

1-227 

IHeart  Disease 

1-384 

1-650 

1-438 

1-828 

1-799 

1-549 

IDiseases  of  Arteries 

•073 

• 103 

•529 

•215 

•221 

IBronchitis  .... 

•801 

•618 

•302 

•323 

• 300 

•503 

IPneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

•583 

•722 

•832 

•645 

1-200 

•724 

•Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

•218 

•018 

T51 

•323 

... 

•282 

lEnteritis  (under  2 years) 

... 

•151 

•215 

• . . 

•080 

(Appendicitis 

•151 

•323 

... 

•101 

ILiver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 

•218 

... 

... 

• 000 

•101 

INephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 

•304 

•529 

•215 

-300 

•302 

IPuerperal  Sepsis  . 

... 

•076 

... 

•300 

•040 

-Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 

of  Pregnancy,  &c.  . 

•218 

•076 

... 

... 

•080 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 

Malformations 

1-020 

•018 

•680 

•646 

•300 

•724 

Suicide  .... 

... 

•103 

•227 

. . . 

•300 

•101 

•Violence  (excluding  Suicide)  . 

•364 

• 200 

•378 

•323 

•302 

-Other  Defined  Diseases 

2-914 

1-050 

2-420 

1-721 

4-798 

2-414 

Ill-Defined  Diseases 

•056 

•206 

•227 

... 

•300 

•308 

Total 

12-970 

9-486 

11-944 

11-289 

12  590 

11-506 
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The  Deaths  in  the  five  Districts  (County  Landward) 
classified  in  age  groups  and  according  to  cause  were  : — 


Cause  of  Death. 

-1 

1- 

5- 

10 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55-  65- 

75- 

85- 

All 

age*. 

Typhus  Fever 

Smallpox 

1 

1 

2 

Whooping-cough  . 

3 

2 

5 

Diphtheria  . 

... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Encephalitis  Lethargiea 

1 

... 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. 

• •• 

• •• 

... 

... 

... 

Other  Epidemic  Diseases 

Pulmonary  Phthisis 

• • • 

1 

... 

... 

9 

8 

8 

4 

6 

2 

• •• 

38 

Tnherculons  Meningitis  . 

2 

1 

3 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 

• • • 

2 

... 

... 

3 

i 

... 

1 

... 

7 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Malignant  Tumours 

• . • 

• •• 

... 

1 

... 

i 

3 

10 

16 

12 

12 

... 

55 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

i 

9 

Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.) 

• • • 

1 

1 

. . . 

i 

• •• 

1 

... 

... 

4 

Apoplexy 

1 

5 

12 

17 

is 

8 

61 

Heart  Disease 

1 

... 

• •• 

... 

2 

4 

3 

7 

15 

20 

19 

6 

77 

Diseases  of  Arteries 

3 

1 

11 

Bronchitis 

6 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

5 

4 

6 

2 

25 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

12 

3 

2 

... 

i 

... 

2 

7 

6 

3 

36 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

1 

. . . 

• •• 

i 

... 

3 

... 

3 

2 

2 

14 

Enteritis  (under  2 years) 

3 

1 

4 

Appendicitis 

1 

. • • 

1 

i 

... 

... 

i 

1 

... 

... 

5 

Liver  Diseases  ( not  Malignant) 

2 

... 

... 

1 

2 

... 

5 

Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

i 

2 

5 

3 

2 

i 

15 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

2 

2 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 

of  Pregnancy,  &c. 

3 

i 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy 

and  Malformations 

36 

36 

Suicide 

9 

1 

2 

5 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide) 

3 

4 

1 

2 

... 

1 

i 

2 

1 

15 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

6 

5 

... 

4 

3 

7 

4 

ii 

rj 

7 

18 

40 

16 

120 

Hi-Defined  Diseases 

5 

... 

3 

• 

4 

2 

... 

15 

Total 

76 

24 

5 

9 

21 

28 

30 

53 

79 

102 

112 

30 

675 

The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  were  76 
(50  male,  26  female).  The  rate  per  1000  births  was  70-89, 
the  male  death-rate  being  88-65  and  the  female  51 -IS. 
The  average  of  this  mortality  during  the  previous  ten 
years  has  been  86-56.  The  figures  for  the  Districts  for 
1923  were  : — 
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Deaths  of  children 


under  1 year 

of  a?e. 

Death- 

-rates  per  1000 

births. 

'm. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total'. 

Thornhill  ..... 

17 

8 

25 

95-50 

51-28 

74-85 

Dumfries  ...  . 

8 

5 

13 

90-91 

56-82 

73-86 

Annan 

17 

6 

23 

98-84 

41-67 

72'78 

Lockerbie  .. .. 

7 

6 

13 

70-71 

68-96 

69-89 

Langholm  ... . 

1 

1 

2 

37-04 

30-30 

3333 

County  L’wd 

50 

26 

76 

88-65 

51-18 

70-89 

Of  the  76,  36  (or  over  47  per  cent.)  were  returned  as 
due  to  such  conditions  as  Premature  Birth,  Malformations, 
and  Diseases  of  Early  Infancy,  19  (or  25  per  cent.)  to 
Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Other  Respiratory  Affections, 
3 (or  nearly  4 per  cent.)  to  Whooping-cough,  and  1 (or  1-3 
per  cent.)  to  Measles. 

The  deaths  from  Zymotic  causes  were  8.  The  rate 
per  1000  persons  living  was  0 161,  and  the  percentage  to 
the  total  deaths  1-39.  The  causes  contributing  to  it  were 
Measles  (2),  Whooping-cough  (5),  and  Diphtheria  (1). 

Influenza  was  returned  as  the  cause  of  7 deaths,  giving 
a death-rate  of  -1408.  In  only  one  instance  did  the  return 
show  that  the  Influenza  was  uncomplicated.  Pneumonia 
was  present  in  two  ; Bronchitis,  Gastro-intestinal  Catarrh, 
and  Intestinal  Toxmmia  in  one  each. 

Deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis  were  48,  of  which  38  were 
caused  by  the  Pulmonary  form  of  the  disease.  The 
respective  death-rates  were  0-965  and  0-764  per  1000.  The 
averages  for  the  previous  ten  years  (1913-1922)  have  been 
1-170  and  0 871. 

Malignant  Diseases  caused  55  deaths.  The  death- 
rate  per  1000  was  1-106,  very  little  below  the  average 
(1-108)  from  1913  tc  1922. 
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Deaths  from  Apoplexy,  Heart  Disease,  and  Disease 
of  Arteries  were  149,  or  seven  less  than  in  the  previous 
year,  the  death-rate  being  almost  3 per  1000.  The  total 
Respiratory  death-rate  was  1-508.  Of  the  120  deaths 
classified  as  due  to  Other  Defined  Causes,  50  were  certified 
as  from  Senile  Decay.  Pernicious  Anaemia  was  the  cause 
of  3 deaths,  and  Diabetes  Mellitus  of  4. 


Inlectious  Diseases. 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
received  from  the  County  Landward  during  1923  were  two 
hundred  and  ninety-four.  Of  these,  161  were  notified 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notifica- 
tion) Act,  1889,  and  133  in  terms  of  Regulations  made 
under  Section  78  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 
They  comprised  : — 

(1)  Notified  under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  72 

Diphtheria  ...  ... . ... . 66 

Erysipelas  20 

Puerperal  Fever  3 


(2)  Notified  in  terms  of  Regulations  made  under  the 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1S97.  Section  78  : — 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  5 

Chiekenpox  18 

Acute  Pneumonia  ...  ..  . ....  S 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ..  ...  69 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  . 33 


The  proportion  of  cases  notified  to  1000  persons  was 
6 7. 
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The  notifications  received  each  month  were  : — 

Jail.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May.  June.  July.  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total. 

Scarlet  Fever  10  12  10  9 1 3 2 4 9 7 5 72 

Diphtheria  .....  7 4 4 7 5 4 5 1 7 6 6 10  66 

Erysipelas  13  3 Ill  2 1 4 3 20 

Puerperal  Fever  1 1 1 ... . 3 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  1 1 1 1 1 5 

Chickenpox  1 5 6 3 3 .....  18 

Pneumonia  1 l 1 1 3 1 8 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  5 3 10  8 12  3 7 4 1 9 3 4 69 

Non-pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  3 3 5 6 2 3 5 4 1 1 33 


Totals  28  27  32  17  34  13  21  13  25  32  28  24  294 


The  Age-incidence  is  shown  in  the  following  summary 
of  the  returns  for  the  five  Districts  made  to  the  Board  of 
Health  :• — 


At  all  Under  land  Sand  15  and  25  and  45  and  65  and 


ages. 

1 

under  5. 

under  15. 

under  25. 

under  45. 

under  65. 

upwai  d 

Scarlet  Fever 

72 

1 

20 

39 

6 

5 

1 

Diphtheria 

66 

15 

33 

8 

9 

l 

Erysipelas 

20 

1 

4 

4 

7 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

1 

2 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

5 

5 

Chickenpox 

18 

1 

4 

11 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

8 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Tuberculosis — 
Pulmonary 

69 

9 

5 

15 

31 

13 

3 

Non-pulmonary  33 

6 

11 

9 

5 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

294 

8 

49 

101 

44 

58 

23 

1 1 
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The  notifications  from  each  District  were  . — 


Thornhill. 

Dumfries. 

Annan. 

Lockerbie. 

Langboim. 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever  

18 

14 

30 

9 

1 

72 

Diphtheria 

19 

8 

33 

6 

66 

Erysipelas 

4 

3 

8 

4 

1 

20 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

1 

3 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  ... . 

1 

4 

5 

Chickenpox  ..  . 

•i 

u 

1 

7 

7 

18 

Pneumonia 

l 

1 

4 

2 

8 

Tuberculosis — - 
Pulmonary  

16 

19 

20 

9 

5 

69 

Non-pulmonary  10 

6 

7 

10 

— - 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

72 

56 

104 

47 

15 

294 

No  case  of  Smallpox  was  reported.  The  County  has 
been  free  of  this  disease  or  a period  of  nineteen  years. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-four  intimations  of  Conscien- 
tious Objection  to  Vaccination  were  reported  by  Registrars 
— 100  in  Thornhill  District,  29  in  Dumfries,  29  in  Annan, 
25  in  Lockerbie,  and  1 in  Langholm.  Of  the  100  in  Thorn- 
hill District,  78  were  from  Kirkconnel. 

No  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred.  There  were  three 
cases  notified  in  the  previous  year  (1922),  and  eight  in 
the  four  years  1918-21.  In  five  of  these  the  diagnosis 
was  not  confirmed  by  the  usual  blood  test. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  loss  prevalent,  there  being  72  cases, 
against  108  in  1921  and  139  in  1922.  The  notifications 
came  from  twenty-two  parishes — thirty-two  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year,  ten  in  the  second,  nine  in  the  third, 
and  twenty-one  in  the  fourth.  Sixteen  (or  twenty-two 
per  cent.)  were  from  the  parish  of  Gretna,  seven  from  Annan 
Landward,  six  each  from  Closeburn  and  Kirkconnel,  and 
five  each  from  Caerlaverock  and  Holywood.  The 
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remainder  were  from  sixteen  other  parishes.  Fifty-six 
families  were  affected,  forty- five  to  the  extent  of  one  case 
in  each,  seven  with  two  in  each,  three  with  three,  and  one 
with  four.  Sixty-eight  cases  v'ere  removed  to  Hospitals — 
seventeen  to  Thornhill,  twenty-two  to  Lochmaben,  twenty- 
eight  to  Annan,  and  one  to  the  Eskdale  Hospital. 


The  number  of  cases  and  deaths,  the  sickness  and 
mortality  rates,  and  the  case-fatality  from  this  disease 
during  the  past  five  years  in  the  County  Landward  were  : — 


1919.  1920. 

Cases  138  74 

Deaths  . ..  3 0 

Sickness-rate  per  1000  2-65  1-69 

Mortality-rate  per  1000  058  nil. 

Case-fatality  per  1000  21-73  nil. 


1921.  1922.  1923. 

108  139  72 

l 1 0 

2-37  2-8  1 63 

•02  -02  nil. 

9-26  7-2  nil. 


The  notifications  of  Diphtheria  were  sixty-six,  and 
were  received  from  twrcnty  parishes,  Gretna  being  responsible 
for  one-third.  Fifty-eight  families  were  affected,  fifty- 
two  having  one  case  in  each,  four  two  cases  each,  and  two 
three  cases  each.  The  greater  prevalence  of  the  disease 
seemed  to  be  in  the  fourth  quarter. 


Sixty  of  the  cases  yielded  positive  swabs  showing 
Diphtheria  Bacilli  definitely  present.  The  value  of  swab- 
bing is  very  great,  but  one  may  be  allowed  to  repeat  the 
hint  that,  in  definitely  clinical  cases  at  least,  the  result  of 
the  examination,  which  may  take  twenty-four  hours,  should 
not  be  waited  for  before  anti-toxin  is  administered.  There 
is  very  clear  evidence  that  the  earlier  this  serum  is  given 
the  better  the  chance  of  recovery.  The  outbreaks  were, 
on  the  whole,  mild,  there  being  only  one  fatality.  Sixty 
eases  were  removed  to  Hospitals — seventeen  to  Thornhill, 
thirteen  to  Lochmaben,  and  thirty  to  Annan.  The 
number  of  cases  notified,  of  deaths,  and  of  various  rates 
during  the  past  five  years  have  been  : — 
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1919.  1920.  1921.  1922.  1923. 


Cases  ...  . ...  75  49  57  99  66 

Deaths 3 5 4 3 1 


Sickness-rate  per  1000  ...  1-44  1 118  1-251  1-995  1-497 

Mortality-rate  per  1000  -058  -114  -078  -060  -020 

Case-fatality  per  1000 40-00  102-04  70-175  30  303  15-151 

• 

Twenty  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  intimated.  There 
were  no  fatalities. 

Three  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  five  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum,  eighteen  of  Chiekenpox,  eight  of  Pneumonia, 
and  one  hundred  and  two  of  Tuberculosis  were  also  notified. 
One  of  the  Puerperal  Fever  cases  died.  The  intimations 
of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  came  from  Sanquhar  Land- 
ward, Dumfries  Landward,  Holywood,  Kirkmahoe,  and 
Kirkmichael.  In  two  instances  Gonococci  were  found  in 
the  discharges  from  the  eyes.  Chiekenpox  was  notifiable 
for  a temporary  period,  which  came  to  an  end  at  31st 
December. 


Tuberculosis  Report. 

During  the  jmar  ended  31st  December,  1923,  the 
number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  in  the  five  County 
Districts  and  Burghs  of  Annan,  Sanquhar,  Lochmaben. 
Lockerbie,  Moffat,  and  Langholm  was  135.  Of  these,  one 
was,  after  observation  and  X-ray  examination,  declared 
non-tubercular,  leaving  a total  of  134. 

These  are  classified  as  follows  : — 


Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Pulmonary 

37 

48 

85 

Non-pulmonary 

22 

27 

49 

Torai 

59 

75 

134 
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The  number  of  cases  notified  in  Districts  and  Burghs 
since  1914,  with  the  rate  of  notifications  per  1000  of  the 


population,  has  been  : — 


Year 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

Rate  per  1000 
living. 

1914 

109 

22 

131 

2 4 

1915 

89 

45 

134 

2-5 

1916 

142 

56 

198 

34 

1917 

117 

54 

171 

2 6 

1918 

....  117 

40 

157 

2 4 

1919 

95 

44 

139 

2-3 

1920 

94 

33 

127 

2-2 

1921 

98 

40 

138 

2 3 

1922 

81 

37 

118 

2 0 

1923 

85 

49 

134 

2 3 

The  Non-pulmonary  cases  comprised  — 


Tuberculosis  of  Glands  12 

Tuberculosis  of  Abdomen  ...  15 

Tuberculosis  of  Bones  and  Joints  16 

Tuberculosis  of  Skin  .....  1 

Tuberculosis  of  Central  Nervous  System  4 

Other  Tuberculosis 1 


In  addition,  five  cases  notified  as  Pulmonary  had 
Non-pulmonary  complications,  and  one  Pulmonary  case 
suffered  also  from  Diabetes. 


The  Quarterly  Incidence  of  Notifications  was: — 


First  37 

Second  ....  39 

Third  ....  .29 

Fourth  29 

Total  134 

2 
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The  areas  from  which  cases  were  notified  were : — 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Thornhill  District  ... 

16 

10 

26 

Dumfries  District 

....  19 

6 

25 

Annan  District 

20 

7 

27 

Lockerbie  District 

9 

10 

19 

Langholm  District 

5 

...  . 

5 

Annan  Burgh 

4 

2 

6 

Sanquhar  Burgh 

3 

2 

5 

Lockerbie  Burgh  ... 

1 

3 

4 

Moffat  Burgh 

....  4 

3 

7 

Langholm  Burgh  

2 

5 

n 

/ 

Lochmaben  Burgh 

2 

1 

3 

Total 

85 

49 

134 

The  Age-incidence  was  : — 

Under  1 year 

... 

1-5  years 

10 

5-15  years 

19 

15-25  years 

32 

25-45  years 

49 

45-65  years 

19 

Over  65  years 

5 

134 

Of  the  105  above  15 

years  of  age, 

53  were  insured  under 

the  National  Insurance  Act. 

Trade,  or  Profession. 

Of  the  total  notified,  36  were  of  no  occupation  and  12 
were  school  children.  The  occupations  of  the  remainder 


were 
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Domestic  Duties 

. 35 

Boilermaker 

1 

Shop  Assistants 

....  7 

Builder  

1 

Soldiers  ..... 

. . 7 

Gardener 

1 

Farm  Workers  ... . 

. 5 

Hawker 

1 

Factory  Operatives 

4 

Lodging-house  Keeper 

1 

Clerks  ... 

3 

Coal  Miner 

1 

Labourers 

3 

Motor  Mechanic 

1 

Sick  Nurses 

3 

Nurse  (Children’s) 

1 

Policemen 

. 2 

Outworker 

1 

Lead  Miners 

.. . 2 

Postman 

1 

Railway  Employees 

2 

Purser  

1 

Barman 

1 

Teacher 

1 

Housing  Conditions. 


Cases  occurring  in  houses  of  1 room  4 

Cases  occurring  in  houses  of  2 rooms  31 

Cases  occurring  in  houses  of  3 rooms  29 

Cases  occurring  in  houses  of  4 rooms  27 

Cases  occurring  in  houses  of  5 rooms  10 

Cases  occurring  in  houses  of  6 rooms  and  over  . 33 


Of  these,  18  were  notified  from  Institutions,  viz.  : — 
11  from  Crichton  Royal;  2 from  Hope  Hospital,  Lang- 
holm ; 2 from  the  Pensions’  Hospital,  Gretna  ; 1 from 
Blencathra  ; 1 from  Notwen  ; and  1 from  Thornhill  Poor- 
house. 

After  History. 

Of  the  134  notified  cases,  28  had  died,  10  had  left  the 
County,  and  96  survived  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Among 
the  deaths — 

2 took  place  before  notification. 

14  took  place  within  a month  of  notification. 

7 took  place  in  one  to  three  months  after  notification. 

3 took  place  in  three  to  six  months  after  notification. 

2 took  place  over  six  months  after  notification. 
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Treatment. 

The  general  administrative  methods  remain  as  described 
in  previous  reports. 

Sanatorium  and  Hospital  Treatment. 

Of  the  134  persons  notified,  57  were  admitted  to 
Hospital  or  Sanatorium  in  the  course  of  the  year.  In 
addition,  17  previously  notified  were  admitted  or  re- 
admitted, making  a total  of  74. 


Their  disposal  was  : — 


Notified  during  Previously 


1923. 

notified. 

Total. 

Lochmaben  

19 

11 

30 

Meathop 

8 

8 

Bridge-of-Weir 

5 

5 

Dumfries  & Galloway  Royal  Infirmary 

21 

6 

27 

Other  Institutions 

4 

4 

Total 

57 

17 

74 

Domiciliary  Treatment. 

In  addition  to  the  visits  paid  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  much  domiciliary  supervision  is  now  carried  out 
by  the  Health  Visitors  and  by  District  Nurses  in  those  areas 
where  there  are  Nursing  Associations  undertaking  statutory 
duties.  These  Nurses  paid  1747  visits  during  the  course 
of  the  year.  This  development  of  the  work  is  proving  of 
great  value,  not  only  on  account  of  the  benefit  to  the 
patients  visited,  but  also  in  keeping  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  informed  of  changes  of  address,  which  patients  often 
fail  to  communicate. 

Provision  of  Medicines. 

The  system  by  which  prescription  books  are  issued 
to  patients,  the  prescriptions  checked  and  forwarded  to  the 
Central  Checking  Bureau  for  pricing,  remain  as  before. 

During  the  year  under  review  medicine  was  provided 
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for  61  patients.  The  total  cost  appears  to  have  been 
£76  11s  2d. 

Medical  Comforts. 

Those  were  supplied  to  ten  persons,  all  suffering  from 
Pulmonarv  Tuberculosis. 

Medical  Appliances. 

A spinal  jacket  was  supplied  to  one  case  resident  in 
Thornhill  District. 

Shelters. 

The  County  Council  possess  at  present  30  shelters, 
three  of  these  having  been  in  use  during  the  year  at 
Lochmaben  Hospital,  leaving  27  available  for  use  through- 
out the  County.  Twenty-five  were  occupied  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  Ten  additional  patients  got  the 
benefit  of  shelters  afterwards,  making  a total  of  35  patients 
under  conditions  of  “ shelter  life  ” during  the  year. 

Prevalence  of  Tuberculosis . 

The  number  of  persons  now  resident  in  the  County 
who  suffer,  or  have  suffered,  from  Tuberculosis  is  estimated 


as  iouows  : — 
Thornhill  District 

Pulmonary. 

29 

Non-Pulmonary. 

34 

Apparently 

arrested. 

15 

Total . 

78 

Dumfries  District 

15 

14 

4 

33! 

Annan  District 

29 

26 

9 

64- 

Lockerbie  District 

18 

15 

5 

38 

Langholm  District 

3 

1 

4 

Annan  Burgh 

8 

3 

4 

15 

Sanquhar  Burgh 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Lockerbie  Burgh 

3 

3 

6 

Moffat  Burgh 

6 

3 

9 

Langholm  Burgh 

....  7 

1 

X 

6 

14 

Lochmaben  Burgh 

9 



Q 

1 

6 

123 

* Excluding 
| Excluding  cases  in  ' 

103  46 

cases  in  C.R.I. 

M.O.P.  Hospital,  Gretna. 

272 
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Venereal  Diseases. 

Laboratory  Examinations. — These  numbered  205,  and 
comprised  12G  Wassermann  tests  and  79  examinations 
for  Gonococci. 

Seventy-three  of  the  examinations  were  made  for 
patients  attending  at  the  Clinic  at  Kirkbank.  Twenty- 
seven  were  of  specimens  sent  by  practitioners  in  Dumfries 
Burgh,  fifty-four  from  the  rest  of  Dumfriesshire,  eleven 
from  Maxwelltown,  thirteen  from  the  rest  of  the  Stewartry, 
one  from  Wigtownshire,  and  twenty-six  from  the  Dumfries 
and  Galloway  Royal  Infirmary. 


Out-Patient  Treatment. — Twenty-nine  cases  attended 
for  treatment  in  1923,  and  twenty  old  cases  continued 
treatment.  These  made  198  attendances,  of  which  178 
were  made  by  new  patients,  an  average  of  61  to  each. 
Thirty-two  suffered  from  Syphilis,  sixteen  from  Gonorrhoea, 
and  one  from  both  infections. 

Twelve  patients  completed  a first  course.  Nine 
ceased  to  attend,  and  three  left  the  District. 

Ex-patients  are  instructed  to  attend  at  three,  six, 
and  twelve-monthly  intervals  for  blood  (Wassermann)  tests. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-three  doses  of  Novarsenobillon 
and  Stabilarsan  were  given  intra-venously,  and  seventy - 
seven  hypodermic  doses  of  Gonococal  Vaccine.  Prac- 
titioners were  supplied  with  fourteen  doses  of  Neo- 
Kharsivan. 


Hospitals. 

Sixty-eight  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  sixty  of  Diphtheria, 
and  one  of  Erysipelas  were  removed  to  Hospitals  from 
Districts  ; fifty-four  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  twenty-two  of 
Diphtheria  from  Burghs. 
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The  admissions  to  each  Hospital  were 


Thornhill 


Lochmaben 


Annan 

Eskdale 


Thornhill  District . 
Sanquhar  Burgh 
Dumfries  District  . 
Lockerbie  District. 
■ Lochmaben  Burgh 
Lockerbie  Burgh  . 
^Moffat  Burgh 

{Annan  District 
Annan  Burgh 
J Langholm  District 
^Langholm  Burgh 


Scarlet  Diph-  Erysi- 
Fever,  theria.  pelas. 


If) 


28  30  11  _ 

31  3 | 93 

2 6 } 9 


In  addition  to  the  above,  thirty  cases  of  Tuber 
culosis  were  admitted  to  Lochmaben  Hospital  from  various 
parts  of  the  County. 


Housing. 

An  enumeration  by  the  police  of  occupied  houses  in 
the  spring  of  1923  showed  that  these  were  10,281,  being  an 
increase  of  23  on  the  number  found  at  the  Census  of  1921. 
Increases  were  found  in  Thornhill  (65).  Annan  (24),  and 
Langholm  Districts  (9)  ; decreases  in  Dumfries  (44)  and 
Lockerbie  (31).  The  increases  appear  to  be  due  partly 
to  building,  and  also  to  re-occupation  of  empty  houses. 

Thirty-three  new  houses  have  been  completed  at 
Kelloholm,  Kirkconnel,  so  that  there  are  now  57  occupied 
on  this  site.  Steps  are  being  taken  by  the  Colliery  Com 
pany  to  continue  the  Building  Scheme  which  was  promoted 
for  the  erection  of  200  houses,  afterwards  cut  down  to  74. 

In  spite  of  the  additional  accommodation  at  Kirkconnel, 
definite  overcrowding  still  exists.  There  are  still  20  one- 
roomed  houses  inhabited,  8 of  which  are  occupied  by  three 
persons  in  each,  6 by  four,  one  by  five,  and  one  by  six. 
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Of  two-roomed  houses,  33  are  occupied  by  seven  persons 
in  each,  28  by  eight,  23  by  nine,  16  by  ten.  11  by  eleven, 
3 by  twelve,  one  by  thirteen,  and  one  by  fourteen. 

Of  three-roomed  houses,  13  are  occupied  by  ten  persons 
in  each,  6 by  eleven,  2 by  twelve,  and  one  by  seventeen. 

These  figures  are  very  similar  to  those  for  1922. 

The  complaints  of  defective  housing  conditions  were  : — 
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The  letters  and  intimations  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  Section  19,  were  :• — 
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Plans  were  submitted  for  the  erection  of  thirty  new 
houses,  and  additions  or  alterations  on  forty-three.  These 
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include,  among  others,  bank  premises  for  Kirkconnel, 
new  houses  in  Kelloholm  and  Kellobank,  new  houses  (3) 
in  Wanlockhead,  where  there  is  also  a tendency  to  make 
additions  of  baths  and  lavatories  to  existing  houses.  There 
is  no  drainage  district  in  this  village,  and  a regard  to  the 
future  makes  it  desirable  that  the  matter  should  be  care- 
fully considered.  No  bye-laws  have  yet  been  made  under 
Section  43  (2)  of  the  Housing,  &c.  (Scotland),  Act,  1919. 


Water  Supplies. 

Samples  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations 
were  taken  each  quarter  from  the  supplies  to  the  fourteen 
Special  Districts  and  to  Thornhill.  The  results  were 
generally  favourable.  Blackshaw  gave  the  best  results 
so  far  as  B.  coli  were  concerned,  the  four  samples  showing 
absence  of  these  organisms  from  quantities  of  100  c.c. 
On  one  occasion  the  sample  showed  some  matters  in  sus- 
pension, and  on  another  a slight  deposit  of  oxide  of  iron. 
Penpont  was  favourable  except  in  the  third  quarter,  when 
B.  coli  were  found  in  1 c.c.,  being  absent  from  100  c.c.  in 
the  other  quarters.  The  third  quarter  seemed  to  be  a 
severe  testing  time  for  waters,  B.  coli  being  then  found  in 
1 c.c.  of  each  of  six  samples,  as  against  none  in  the  first 
quarter,  three  in  the  second,  and  two  in  the  fourth.  Only 
one  sample  was  free  of  the  organisms  in  quantities  of  100  c.c., 
while  in  the  first  quarter  there  were  seven,  in  the  second 
eight,  and  in  the  fourth  five.  Ecclefechan  samples  showed 
bacterial  contents  nearly  as  low  as  Blackshaw.  Of  the 
other  samples,  Dumfries  Landward,  Ruthwell  and  Raffles, 
Lower  Annandale,  and  Eaglesfield  gave  low  bacterial 
results,  although  the  first  three  of  them  showed,  in  response 
to  the  chemical  tests,  some  excess  of  organic  matter,  pro- 
bably of  vegetable  origin.  Thornhill,  Glencaple,  and 
Bankshill  varied,  being  on  one  occasion  each  free  from 
B coli  in  100  c.c.,  while  in  others  the  organisms  were  found 
in  10  c.c  and  1 c.c.  respectively.  In  Crawick  they  were 
found  three  times  in  quantities  of  100  c.c.  and  once  in  1 c.c. 
In  Rockhall  and  Rowanburn  they  were  found  twice  in 
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100  c.c.  and  twice  in  10  c.c.  ; in  Kirkconnel,  once  in  100  c.c.. 
twice  in  10  c.c.,  and  once  in  1 c.c.  ; and  in  Moniaive,  once 
in  100  c.c.  and  thrice  in  1 c.c. 

Seventy-eight  samples  of  the  supply  from  Esk  to 
Gretna  and  Eastriggs  Townships  were  examined  (three 
samples  each  fortnight)  to  watch  the  effects  of  chemical 
treatment  and  filtration.  The  results  were  very  satis- 
factory throughout  the  year,  the  raw  water  being  invariably 
improved  and  brought  into  a state  fit  for  domestic  use. 
The  supply  is  a costly  one,  involving  as  it  does  pumping 
from  the  river,  treatment  with  alu  mi  no -ferric,  chlorine  and 
lime,  and,  after  settling,  filtration  through  mechanical 
filters,  which  require  frequent  cleansing.  Another  scheme 
is  being  prepared  as  a substitute,  the  supply  being  taken 
by  gravitation  from  Winterhopehead,  for  which  it  is  hoped 
neither  chemical  treatment  or  filtration  will  be  required. 
The  Palling  and  Pokeskine  burns,  the  Kirtle  above  Kirtle- 
head,  and  Winterhopehead  streams  were  carefully  examined 
and  samples  taken  befoie  a decision  was  come  to  to  take 
the  water  from  the  last  of  these. 

Fifteen  samples  from  private  supplies  were  examined, 
both  chemically  and  bacteriologieally.  The  results  were 
intimated  to  parties  responsible,  and  advice  given,  or  action 
taken,  as  the  circumstances  required. 


Disposal  of  Sewage  and  Pollution  of  Streams. 

The  pollution  of  the  Nith  has  been  the  subject  of  a 
petition  from  anglers,  of  a question  in  Parliament,  and  of 
much  correspondence.  The  petitioners  drew  special 
attention  to  pollution  by  coal  and  lead  washings,  by  sewage, 
and  by  tar  washing  from  roads.  The  last  of  these  could 
not  be  demonstrated,  but,  as  in  previous  years,  there  was 
very  distinct  evidence  of  coal  washings  affecting  the  Nith 
at  Guildhall  Bridge,  when  it  was  observed  and  reported  on 
at  least  twenty-one  occasions.  The  coal  washings  at  Kirk- 
conncl  were  observed  to  be  getting  into  the  river  on  two 
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occasions,  on  both  of  which  a sluice  was  found  open.  On 
the  first,  the  reason  given  was  that  under  heavy  rains 
the  bank  had  given  way,  and  the  sluice  was  opened  to 
relieve  pressure.  On  the  second  occasion,  the  fact  that 
the  sluice  was  open  did  not  appear  to  be  known  to  the 
management,  and  was  perhaps  due  to  malicious  inter- 
ference. Lead  was  found  in  small  quantities  once  in  the 
Wanlock  at  a time  when  settling  ponds  had  been  disturbed. 
Crude  sewage  is  still  being  discharged  at  one  of  the  two 
outfalls  at  Sanquhar,  and  the  purification  works  at  Thorn- 
hill (which  were  badly  neglected  during  the  war)  still  dis- 
charge a more  or  less  offensive  effluent,  for  which  measures 
that  are  hoped  to  improve  it  are  now  being  taken.  Observa- 
tion alone  will  shew  how  far  these  may  be  effective.  The 
purification  works  at  Kirkconnel  usually  pass  a satis- 
factory effluent,  but  the  increase  of  houses  and  population 
is  likely  to  strain  them,  and  it  may  become  necessary  before 
long  to  consider  whether  an  extension  may  not  be  required. 

Complaints  are  made  from  time  to  time  of  the  state 
of  the  river  at  Dumfries,  but  as  the  discharges  fall  into 
the  tidal  portion  no  effective  action  can  be  taken. 

The  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  pollution  of 
the  river  has  been  sent  to  the  Board  of  Health  as  the 
Central  Authority  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention 
Acts. 


No  complaints  have  been  received  of  pollution  of  the 
Annan.  There  is  practically  no  industrial  pollution,  and 
the  sewage  effluents  from  Moffat  and  Lockerbie  sewage 
works  are  discharged  into  tributaries,  in  which  additional 
purification  takes  place  before  the  river  itself  is  reached. 
The  sewage  of  the  Burgh  of  Annan  is  mostly  discharged 
into  the  tidal  estuary. 

At  Langholm,  on  the  Esk,  progress  is  being  made  with 
the  construction  of  the  tank.  The  argument  in  favour  of 
tanking  treatment  only  is  based  on  the  assumption  that  the 
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minimum  flow  of  the  Esk  passing  the  .Burgh  Is  estimated 
at  50,000,000  gallons  per  day,  and  that  the  sewage  and 
mill  discharge  is  1(50,000  gallons,  so  that  the  degree  of 
dilution  will  be  1:312,  which  would  bring  it  within  the 
recommendation  of  the  Royal  Commission  (Eighth  Report) 
that  if  the  dilution  of  sewage  by  discharge  to  a river  is 
from  300  to  500  volumes  the  suspended  solids  in  the 
sewage  may  reach  15  parts  per  100,000,  a degree  of 
purification  which  can  be  reached  by  tank  treatment  with- 
out chemicals.  A good  deal  will  therefore  depend  on 
whether  this  estimate  of  50,000,000  gallons  is  correct. 
Another  estimate,  based  on  a rainfall  of  48  inches  per 
annum,  gives  a probable  minimum  flow  of  20.000,000 
gallons,  when  the  degree  of  dilution  would  be  1:125. 

The  sewage  of  Rowanburn  is  still  discharged  in  a 
crude  state  into  a small  stream,  which  is  a tributary  of  the 
Liddel  a little  way  above  the  junction  of  the  latter  with 
the  Esk.  The  valuation  of  the  village  is  £353,  so  that 
there  is  little  prospect  of  purification  works  being  installed 
at  present. 


Cleansing  and  Scavenging. 

There  are  four  Special  Scavenging  Districts — Kirk- 
connel,  Thornhill.  Ecclefechan,  and  Rowanburn.  To 
these  will  require  to  be  added  the  Townships  of  Gretna 
and  Eastriggs,  where  scavenging  has  hitherto  been  carried 
out  under  the  supervision  of  Government  authorities.  There 
are  several  other  places,  e.g.,  Locharhriggs,  Watchful), 
Eaglesfield,  and  Gretna  Green,  which  would  be  im- 
proved by  the  introduction  of  a cleansing  system.  Nuisance 
is  created  by  over-loaded  ashpits  or  accumulations,  which 
might  be  prevented  by  such  a system. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

A revisal  of  the  Register  during  the  year  shows  that 
there  arc  now  425  producers  of  milk — 109  in  Thornhill 
District.  108  in  Dumfries,  86  in  Annan,  108  in  Lockerbie, 
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and  14  in  Langholm.  The  inspections  made  were  395. 
Nineteen  letters  were  issued  regarding  contraventions  of 
the  Dairies’  Regulations. 

One  licence  to  sell  Grade  A (Tuberculin  Tested)  Milk 
has  been  issued.  The  animals  in  the  herd  were  tested  by 
the  County  Veterinary  Inspector,  and  samples  of  milk 
were  found  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  for 
this  grade. 


Slaughter-Houses. 

The  Licensed  Slaughter-houses  are  eleven,  viz.  : — 
Kirkconnel  (1),  Thornhill  (2),  Thornhill  Station  (1),  Moniaive 
(1),  Dunscore  (1),  Racks  (1),  Dornocktown  (1),  Kirkpatrick- 
Fleming  (1),  Templand  (1),  and  Lymiecleugh  (1).  Thirty- 
six  visits  of  inspection  were  paid.  It  was  found  that  the 
slaughter-house  at  Moniaive  was  not  being  used  for 
slaughtering  at  the  time  of  visit,  carcases  being  brought 
from  Dumfries  Slaughter-house,  but  no  request  has  been 
made  to  have  it  removed  from  the  list. 

During  the  year  the  Board  of  Health  issued  the  Public 
Health  (Meat  Inspection)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1923. 
The  following  report  was  made  as  to  the  arrangements 
requiring  to  be  made  for  their  administration  : — 

“ 1.  These  Regulations  aim  at  the  systematic  and 
uniform  inspection,  as  far  as  possible,  of  carcases  of 
animals  intented  for  food  of  man.  They  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  two  grades  of  officials — a Meat  Inspector 
on  whom  the  ultimate  responsibility  for  the  seizure  of 
diseased  or  unsound  meat  should  rest,  and  a Detention 
Officer  or  Officers  who  shall  have  the  ‘ power  to  pass  such 
carcases  as  are  obviously  sound  and  to  detain  all  carcases 
which  show  any  departure  from  the  normal  for  final  judg- 
ment by  the  qualified  Meat  Inspector.’  Regulation  3 
requires  that  the  Meat  Inspectors  shall  be  either  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  a Veterinary  Surgeon  or  a per- 
son who,  not  being  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  a 
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Veterinary  Surgeon,  has  received  special  training  in  the 
work  of  meat  inspection  and  has,  prior  to  1923,  had  not 
less  than  seven  years  practical  experience  in  that  work, 
and  has  obtained  from  the  Board  a certificate  that  he  Is 
qualified  to  act  as  a Meat  Inspector  in  the  execution  of 
these  Regulations. 

“ The  Detention  Officers  must  have  such  experience 
and  training  as  the  Meat  Inspector  of  the  area  may  con- 
sider necessary  to  enable  him  to  recognise  any  departure 
from  the  normal  in  the  tissues  or  organs  of  a carcase. 

“2.  Both  the  Meat  Inspector  and  the  Detention 
Officer  must  make  their  examinations  according  to  the 
Standards  laid  down  in  the  First  Schedule  attached  to  the 
Regulations,  and  must  keep  records  as  prescribed  in  the 
Second  Schedule. 

“3.  It  is  apparently  intended  that  either  the  Inspector 
or  Detention  Officer  shall  be  in  attendance  at  the  slaughter- 
ing and  dressing  of  carcases.  To  facilitate  this.  Local 
Authorities  are  given,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Board, 
power  when  granting  a licence  to  a private  slaughter-house 
to  fix  days  and  hours  for  slaughtering.  Provision  is  made 
for  emergency  slaughtering,  which  may  be  done  on  giving 
twenty-four  hours’  notice,  either  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Authority  or  Meat  Inspector  or  Detention  Officer,  so  that 
inspection  of  the  carcase  and  viscera  may  be  made.  Further 
provision  is  made  for  exceptional  slaughtering  away  from 
licensed  premises  (Regulation  7),  but  the  carcase  and 
viscera  of  such  animals  must  also  be  inspected. 

“ 4.  There  are  eleven  licensed  slaughter-houses  at  the 
present  time  in  the  rural  areas  of  Dumfriesshire — six  in 
Thornhill  District,  one  in  Dumfries,  two  in  Annan,  one  in 
Lockerbie,  and  one  in  Langholm  Districts.  I have  obtained 
through  the  Veterinary  Inspector  the  following  information 
regarding  these  : — 
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Slaughter-house. 

Animals  Slaughtered  per  Week. 
Bovines.  Sheep.  Pigs. 

Time  of  Killing. 

Kirkconnel  . 
Thornhill — 

6 

12 

7 

Five  days  a week, 
after  2 p.m. 

Marchbank 

8 

15 

2-3 

No  specific  time. 

Porteous 

Thornhill 

2 

4-5 

2 

Mondays,  and  Friday 
evenings. 

Station 

16 

150 

Five  days  a week, 
after  7 a.m. 

Moniaive 

1-2 

4 

According  to  demand. 

Dunscore 

1 

4 

Tuesday,  Thursday, 
Friday,  a.m.  & p.m. 

Racks 

About  730* 

According  to  London 
or  Glasgow  demand. 
No  specific  time. 

Dornock 

Kirkpatrick- 

Ceased 

temporarily 

Slaughters  for  London 
market,  but  not  al- 
ways at  Dornock. 

Fleming 

1 

4-5 

Days  and  time  vary. 

Templand  . . 

4 

15 

4 

Monday,  Tuesday,  and 
Friday  mornings. 

Lymiecleugh 

1 

3 

At  any  time. 

* 38,000  per  annum. 

There  is,  in  addition,  a considerable  amount  of  slaughtering 
of  pigs  at  farms  which  is  not  dealt  with  in  the  present 
Regulations,  but  regarding  which  the  Board  urge  ‘ that 
these  Local  Authorities  in  whose  areas  numbers  of  pigs 
are  reared  and  slaughtered  on  farms  for  the  purpose  of 
making  bacon,  should  give  increased  attention  to  the 
supervision  of  this  trade  and  to  the  inspection  of  those 
carcases  as  far  as  this  can  be  done  by  the  existing  staffs.’ 

“ 5.  The  staff  available  for  the  administration  of  these 
Regulations  in  the  County  are  the  Medical  Officers  and 
Veterinary  Inspector,  but  it  is  evident  that  they  cannot 
be  spared  from  their  present  duties  to  undertake  the  work 
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of  systematic  inspection  and  keeping  of  records.  If  a 
staff  of  Detention  Officers  were  available,  the  Medical 
Officers  and  Veterinary  Inspector  might  be  appointed 
Meat  Inspectors  to  be  summoned  as  required  by  a Detention 
Officer  to  inspect  carcases  he  has  detained.  For  the  work 
of  Detention  Officers  there  is  a suggestion  in  the  Board’s 
circular  of  27th  April  last  that  Sanitary  Inspectors,  if 
qualified  by  training  and  experience  for  the  work,  might 
carry  out  the  preliminary  inspection  and  detain  all  sus- 
pected meat  for  the  further  inspection  of  the  Meat  Inspector. 
The  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  five  Districts  and  two 
Burghs  (Sanquhar  and  Lochmaben)  are  two  in  number, 
and  I think  it  will  be  agreed  that  they  cannot  be  burdened 
with  extra  duties,  or  even  if  they  were,  that  they  could 
overtake  the  amount  of  work  that  would  be  required  if 
the  tabular  statement  above  can  be  relied  on.  The 
Veterinary  Inspector  has  found  himself  unable  to  carry 
out  the  work  of  Dairy  Inspection  as  formerly  required, 
and  this  work  has  been  modified.  The  only  conclusion 
that  one  can  come  to  is,  that  if  the  Regulations  are  to  be 
administered  satisfactorily  further  appointments  will  be 
required.  This  at  the  present  time  does  not  seem  to  be 
desired  by  the  Board,  and  I would  suggest  that  before 
any  decision  is  arrived  at  the  Medical  Veterinary  Inspector 
of  the  Board,  Dr  Gerald  Leighton,  might  be  asked  to  meet 
the  Public  Health  Committee  in  conference.  I think  the 
Board  would  at  once  agree,  as  it  is  desirable  that  some 
solution  of  the  difficulty  should  be  obtained.” 


Offensive  Trades. 

The  premises  sanctioned  and  licensed  are 

(1)  A Bone-boiling  business  at  Thornhill. 

(2)  A Knackery  at  Mosspark. 

(3)  A Manure  Manufactory  at  Mosspark. 

(4)  A Tallow-melting  Factory  at  Racks. 


33 


No  complaints  have  been  received  regarding  any  of 
these,  but  a dung-heap  near  the  Tallow-melting  Factory 
requires  careful  supervision.  Twelve  visits  were  paid 
during  the  year. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

Fifty-two  visits  were  paid  to  these  and  to  premises  of 
Outworkers.  Nothing  was  found  calling  for  comment. 
As  has  been  indicated  in  previous  reports,  the  Factories 
and  Workshops  in  the  rural  areas  of  the  County  do  not 
present  a serious  problem.  No  intimation  of  defect  or 
contravention  has  been  received  from  the  Factory  Inspector. 
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BURGH  OF  ANNAN. 


Area,  383  acres. 


Population.— The  Census  (1921)  population  was  3928 
(male  1817,  female  2111).  The  estimate*  1 population  for 
1923  is  4030  (1906  male,  2124  female). 

Births. — The  number  registered  in  the  Burgh  during 
the  year  was  82  (42  male,  40  female).  The  rate  per  1000 
living  was  20-347.  This  is  above  the  rate  for  the  previous 
year  (17-498),  but  below  that  for  1921,  when  it  was  24658. 
ft  is  also  below  the  averages  of  the  three  previous  decades  : — 

1891-1900  29-692 

1901-1910  28-947 

1911-1920  21-543 

The  influence  of  war  conditions  is  seen  in  the  low  birth- 
rate of  the  last  decade. 

Seven  births,  or  8-5  per  cent.,  were  illegitimate.  The 
rate  per  1000  unmarried  women  and  widows  living  between 
the  ages  of'l5  and  45  (estimated  at  545)  was  12-84. 

The  legitimate  birth-rate  per  1000  married  women 

living  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  (estimated  at  415) 

was  1807. 


Sixty-three  births  were  intimated  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts.  They  included 
two  premature  and  one  still-birth.  There  are  no  midwives 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act.  1915, 
known  to  be  practising  in  the  area. 


Deaths. — The  number  registered  was  47.  Eight 
deaths  of  usual  residents  which  occurred  elsewhere  require 
to  be  added,  making  a total  of  55,  of  which  28  were  male 


35 


and  27  female.  The  death-rate  on  the  registered  figures 
only  was  1 1-662  per  1000  ; on  the  figures  after  addition 
of  transfers  13-647,  which  the  correction  for  age  and  sex 
distribution  (factor  9028)  reduces  to  12-320.  The  cor- 
rected death-rate  for  1922  was  15-881  ; for  1921,  12-255. 
The  average  rates  for  the  three  previous  decades  were  : — 


The  deaths  from  various  causes  are  shown  in  age-groups 
in  the  following  table  : — 


1891-1900  .... 


20-903 

14- 946 

15- 456 


1901-1910  

1911-1920  .... 


BURGH  OF  ANNAN.— DEATHS  IN  1923. 


Cause  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

-1 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45-  55-  65- 

75-85- 

R»t« 

per  :U# 

Typhus  Fever 

Smallpox  . . . . 

Measles  .... 

Snarl  at  leaver 

... 

Whooping-cough  . 

Diphtheria  .... 

i 

1 

•224 

i 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Other  Epidemic  Diseases 
Pulmonary  Phthisis 
Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

-672 

1 

1 

*224 

... 

Othnr  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Malignant  Tumours 

3 

1 

1 

1 

-67* 

Meningitis  (notC.S.  or  Tvib.)  . 
Apoplexy  . . . . 

... 

4 

1 

1 

9 

•836 

7 

1 

2 

l 

3 

1-56* 

Diseases  of  Arteries 

6 

3 

9 

1-344 

2 

1 

1 

*44* 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Enteritis  (under  2 years) 
Appendicitis 

Liver  Diseases  mot  Malignant) 
Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 
Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 
of  Pregnancy,  &c.  . 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 
Malformations 

3 

1 

9 

•67! 

... 

1 

1 

-J24 

6 

3 

9 

l 

1-344 

... 

1 

1 

•224 

3 

3 

■672 

Suicide 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide)  . 
Other  Defined  Diseases 

1 

1 

•224 

11 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2-464 

Ill-Defined  Diseases 

1 

1 

•224 

Total 

55 

4 

2 

... 

2 

I 

2 

9 

9 

10 

11 

5 

12-32' 



The  diseases  causing  the  chief  mortality  during  the 
year  have  been  those  of  Heart,  Arteries,  and  Kidneys — fully 
one-third  of  the  whole.  The  Zymotic  ar.d  Tuberculous 
death-rates  are  again  low. 
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There  were  four  deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  nearly 
7 3 of  the  total  number.  Two  occurred  in  the  first  week 
of  life,  one  in  the  fourth,  and  one  in  the  ninth  month.  The 
causes  of  death  were  Congenital  Debility  (2),  Marasmus  (1), 
and  Broncho-pneumonia  (1).  The  infantile  mortality- 
rate  (calculated  per  1000  births)  was  49.  In  1922  it  was 
72  ; in  1921,  112.  The-  average  for  the  previous  ten 
years  (1911-20)  was  85,  for  the  twenty  years  (1891-1910) 
it  was  123. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Though  Scarlet  Fever  did  not 
appear  in  epidemic  form,  cases  were  intimated  during  nine 
months  of  the  year  to  the  number  of  33.  The  largest 
number  in  any  one  month  was  nine  in  July.  The  months 
in  which  no  cases  were  known  to  occur  were  March,  May, 
and  August.  Twenty-seven  families  were  affected,  there 
being  twenty-two  with  one  case  in  each,  four  with  two, 
and  one  with  three.  Several  of  the  patients  were  found 
to  have  diphtheria  bacilli  on  their  throats,  and  one  had  also 
definite  clinical  diphtheria  in  addition  to  the  Scarlet  Fever. 
Four  cases  of  Diphtheria  w^ere  notified  in  April,  June,  and 
July,  one  of  them  being  the  patient  who  suffered  at  the 
same  time  from  Scarlet  Fever.  One  case  of  Chickenpox 
was  intimated  in  August. 

Thirty-one  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  three  of 
Diphtheria  were  admitted  to  Hospital. 

The  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  were  six.  Four 
suffered  from  Pulmonary  Disease,  one  from  Joint  Disease, 
and  one  from  Meningitis.  One  patient  was  sent  to  the 
Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal  Infirmary;  two  went 
to  Sanatoria  ; one  refused  Sanatorium  treatment,  and 
two  died. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox.  The  Registrar 
intimated  that  he  had  received  forty-four  Objections  to 
Vaccination. 

The  figures  in  the  following  table  arc  abstracted  from 
the  return  made  to  the  Board  of  Health  : 


or  Cases  Notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification  ' 
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Housing. — The  number  occupied  was  990.  Of  these, 
39  were  returned  as  one-roomed  houses  and  220  two-roomed. 
The  population  in  the  former  was  125,  an  average  of  3-2 
persons  per  house.  An  analysis  of  the  figures  showed 
eight  of  these  one-roomed  houses  had  one  inmate  in  each, 
six  had  two,  eleven  had  three,  three  had  four,  eight  had 
five,  one  had  six,  and  two  had  seven  in  each.  The  two- 
roomed  houses  had  a population  of  825,  of  whom  at  least 
142  were  living  under  conditions  more  or  less  of  overcrowd- 
ing, eight  of  the  houses  having  seven  inmates  in  each,  five 
having  eight  each,  four  having  nine,  and  one  ten. 

Although  24  houses  have  been  provided  under  the 
Housing  Scheme  there  is  still  much  congestion.  Of  the 
total  population  in  one  and  two-roomed  houses,  214,  or 
22-5  per  cent.,  are  living  under  conditions  of  overcrowding, 
while  many  of  the  existing  houses  are  below  a reasonable 
standard  of  habitability. 

Water  Supply. — The  complaints  as  to  shortage  in 
certain  parts  of  the  Burgh  continued  during  the  first  part 
of  the  year,  but  after  a scraping  of  certain  of  the  water 
mains  in  July  they  practically  ceased.  The  tendency  to 
vegetable  growths  in  reservoir,  filter,  and  clear-water  tanks 
still  requires  to  be  kept  in  check  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible 
an  excess  of  organic  matter. 


Sewerage. — The  outfalls  of  the  sewers  are  into  the 
river  Annan,  the  main  outfall  being  into  the  tidal  estuary, 
and  at  a point  where  it  does  not  seem  to  give  cause  for 
complaint.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for  flushing 
of  certain  parts  of  the  sewers  where  slight  deposits  have 
been  found. 


Slaughter-house. — This  has  been  frequently  visited, 
and  found  in  a satisfactory  state.  The  animals  killed  during 
the  year  were  659  bovines,  1440  sheep,  327  swine,  and 
267  calves. 
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Unsound  Food. — Seventeen  seizures  of  carcases  or 
parts  of  carcases  were  made,  and  certificates  granted  either 
by  myself  or  Assistant  M.O.H.  that  they  were  unsound  and 
unfit  for  the  food  of  man  before  application  was  made 
for  warrant  to  destroy.  In  one  instance  where  I found 
a fore-quarter  affected  by  tuberculosis  twro  Veterinary 
Surgeons  were  called  in  by  the  butcher.  The  first  con- 
sidered that  the  quarter  was  fit  for  food.  The  second  took 
the  opposite  view',  and  the  objection  to  seizure  and 
destruction  was  removed. 

The  Fellmonger’s  Premises  continue  to  be  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition,  and  no  complaint  regarding  them 
or  the  conduct  of  the  business  has  been  received. 


Dairies. — There  are  tw'O  oow'sheds  in  the  Burgh,  in 
which  seven  cows  are  kept  and  from  which  milk  is  sold. 
Two  milk  shops  retail  milk  produced  outside  the  Burgh. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  the  cowsheds  and  shops 
regularly,  and  reports  that  they  are  kept  in  a clean  and 
well-ventilated  state.  Milk  is  also  sold  from  four  vans. 
No  contraventions  of  the  Dairies’  Order  have  required  to 
be  dealt  with. 


There  are  72  Workshops  on  the  Register.  These  have 
been  frequently  and  regularly  inspected,  and  generally 
found  in  a satisfactory  state. 
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BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR 


Area,  349  acres. 

Population. — At  the  Thirteenth  Decennial  Census  in 
1921  this  was  1700  (male  851,  female  849).  The  police 
enumeration  in  1923  showed  an  increase  to  2022,  of  whom 
1042  were  male  and  980  female. 

Births.— The  births  registered  in  the  Burgh  were  50 
123  male,  27  female).  The  rate  per  1000  persons  living 
was  24-727.  The  rate  for  the  previous  year  was  23-194  ; 
for  1921  it  was  22-353.  The  average  rates  for  the  three 
previous  decades  were  : — 


Three  births,  or  6 per  cent.,  were  illegitimate.  The 
rate  per  1000  unmarried  women  and  widows  living  between 
the  ages  of  15  and  45  (estimated  at  206)  was  14-55. 

The  legitimate  birth-rate  per  1000  married  women 
living  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  (estimated  at  198)  was 


Fifty  births  were  intimated  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Notification  of  Births  Acts.  These  included  one  still- 
birth. There  are  no  midwives  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Mid  wives  (Scotland)  Acts  known  to  be  practising  within 
the  Burgh. 

Deaths. — -The  number  registered  was  17.  One  death 
of  a usual  resident  which  occurred  elsewhere  requires  to 
be  added,  making  the  total  18,  of  which  7 were  male  and 
11  female.  The  table  below  shows  the  deaths  classified 


1901-1910  

1911-1920  


1891-1900  .... 


26-760 

25-030 

24-919 


237-37. 
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as  to  cause  and  in  age-groups.  The  crude  death-rate  was 
8-607  per  1000.  After  addition  of  transfers  it  was  8 002, 
and  when  the  factor  (-9730)  for  correction  of  age  and  sex 
distribution  was  applied  it  became  8-661.  The  corrected 
rate  for  1922  was  16-449  ; and  for  1921,  16-659.  The 
average  rates  for  the  three  previous  decades  have  been  : — 


1891-1900  17-018 

1901-1910 18-188 

1911-1920  14-703 
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BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR.— DEATHS  IN  1923. 


Cause  or  Death. 

All 

ages. 

-1 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

85- 

Rates 
per  1000 

Enteric  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

• •• 

Smallpox  . 

• •• 

Measles  .... 

■ . • 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

• •• 

Whooping-cough  . 

... 

Diphtheria  .... 

... 

Influenza  . . . . 

... 

• . • 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

... 

... 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

... 

... 

Other  Epidemic  Diseases 

... 

• . . 

Pulmonary  Phthisis 

3 

i 

i 

i 

1-443 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

1 

1 

•481 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis . 

... 

... 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

... 

... 

Malignant  Tumours 

2 

l’ 

i 

•962 

Rheumatic  Fever  . 

... 

... 

Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.)  . 

• . . 

. . . 

Apoplexy  .... 

2 

i 

i 

•962 

Heart  Disease 

1 

i 

•481 

Diseases  of  Arteries 

Bronchitis  .... 

• • . 

Pneumonia  all  forms 

... 

... 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

• . . 

. . . 

Enteritis  (under  2 years) 

... 

... 

Appendicitis 

... 

... 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 

... 

... 

Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease)  . 

... 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 

... 

of  Pregnancy,  &c.  . 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 

... 

... 

... 

Malformations 

3 

3 

1-443 

Suicide  .... 

... 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide)  . 

2 

... 

i 

1 

•962 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

4 

4 

1-925 

Ill-Defined  Diseases 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

18 

3 

1 

... 

l 

l 

l 

l 

1 

1 

1 

6 

l 

8-660 
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The  Zymotic  mortality  for  192 3 was  nil;  the  total 
Tuberculous,  1 -924  ; that  from  Malignant  Disease,  0-902  ; 
from  Apoplexy  and  Heart  Disease  together,  1-443. 

Deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  were  three. 
One  death  occurred  three  hours  after  birth,  another  seven 
hours  after,  and  a third  seventeen  days  after.  The  causes 
were  returned  as  Premature  Birth  (2)  and  Congenital 
Debility  (1).  The  infantile  mortality-rate  (calculated  per 
1000  births)  was  60.  The  rate  for  1922  was  114  ; that  for 
1921,  79.  The  average  of  this  rate  for  the  ten  years 
(1911-20)  was  88  ; for  the  twenty  years  (1891-1910),  106. 


Infectious  Diseases.- — -The  notifications  received  were 
13,  and  included  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  two  of  Diph- 
theria, one  of  Erysipelas,  two  of  Chickenpox,  two  of 
Pneumonia,  and  five  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  the  two  cases  of  Diph- 
theria were  admitted  to  Thornhill  Hospital. 

Of  the  five  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  three  suffered  from 
Pulmonary  Disease,  one  from  Pelvic,  and  one  from  Menin- 
gitis. One  patient  was  sent  to  the  Dumfries  and  Galloway 
Royal  Infirmary,  one  to  Lochmaben,  and  one  got  the  use 
of  a shelter.  The  case  of  Meningitis  proved  fatal. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox.  The  Registrar 
intimated  that  he  had  received  fifteen  Objections  to 
Vaccination. 

The  following  table  showing  the  cases  arranged  in 
age-groups  is  summarised  from  the  return  to  the  Board 
of  Health  : — 


BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR. 

Numdeu  of  Cases  Notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification) 
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Housing. — The  number  of  occupied  houses  was  410. 
The  population  being  2022,  this  represents  an  average  of 
nearly  5 persons  per  house. 

The  number  of  one-roomed  houses  was  24,  the  same 
as  in  1922,  but  the  population  in  them  has  increased  from 
66  to  78.  Four  houses  had  one  inmate  in  each,  two  had 
two  in  each,  seven  had  three,  eight  had  four,  two  had 
five,  and  one  had  seven. 

The  two-roomed  houses  were  190,  or  46  per  cent,  of 
the  total,  and  the  population  in  them  was  919.  Nineteen 
had  seven  inmates  each,  ten  had  eight,  six  had  nine,  three 
had  ten,  two  eleven,  and  one  twelve,  so  that  331,  or  36  per 
cent.,  are  living  under  somewhat  crowded  conditions. 

Six  plans  for  additions  or  alterations  were  examined 
and  reported  on  to  the  Local  Authority.  Twenty-eight 
visits  of  inspection  were  made,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
attended  at  six  smoke-testing  of  drains. 

The  Lodging-house  has  been  found  in  good  order  and 
satisfactorily  kept. 

No  complaints  of  shortage  of  the  Water  Supply  was 
received.  The  results  of  examinations  (the  chemical 
results  stated  as  grains  per  gallon)  made  during  the  year 
have  been  : — 


1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  4th  Quarter. 

Total  Solids  ..  . 4-OS  5-15  4-64  4-67 

Saline  Solids  3-75  4-76  4-20  4-31 

Volatile  Matter  ...  . -33  -39  -44  -36 

Chlorides  -72  -71  -70  -66 

Nitrates  (N2  05)  -043  trace  -056  -136 

Nitrites  nil.  nil.  nil.  nil. 

Free  Ammonia  ..  -00056  -00057  -000786  -00051 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  -00364  -0037  -0070  -0043 

B.  Coli  +100 c.c.  +100c.c.  +lc.c.  +100c.c. 

-10c. c.  -10c. c.  -01  c.c.  -10c. c. 
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Sewerage. — The  purification  works  at  the  south-east 
of  the  Burgh  continue  to  give  a fair  effluent,  of  which  no 
complaint  has  been  received.  The  sewage  of  the  north- 
west portion  (Lochans,  Queensberry  Square,  &c.)  is  still 
discharged  in  a crude  state  and  the  question  of  a system 
of  purification  still  under  consideration.  The  area 
contains  126  dwelling-houses  with  a population  of  670 
persons,  and  in  addition  the  public  school  and  institute, 
while  it  is  a district  in  which  further  feuing  may  quite 
readily  take  place. 

The  purification  works  at  the  Creamery  gives  occa= 
sional  trouble,  and  the  attention  of  those  responsible  have 
had  to  be  formally  drawn' to  them  twice  during  the  year. 

Dairies. — In  addition  to  the  Creamery  there  are  two 
registered  dairies,  one  of  which  has  been  satisfactory.  The 
other  has  been  improved  as  regards  cubic  space,  lighting, 
and  ventilation. 


No  complaints  have  been  received  of  the  condition  of 
the  Slaughter-house  or  of  deposits  of  garbage,  and  the  place 
is  generally  in  good  order.  It  is  very  difficult  to  arrange 
for  regular  inspection  of  carcases  by  the  County  Staff, 
and  no  seizures  have  been  made. 

Workshops.— No  contravention  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts  has  been  discovered  or  brought  to  our 
notice.  No  intimations  have  been  made  by  the  Factory 
Inspector,  and  no  list  of  Outworkers  has  been  received. 
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BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE. 


Area,  453  acres. 

Population. — At  the  Thirteenth  Decennial  Census  in 
1921  this  was  2344  (male  1041,  female  1303).  The  enumera- 
tion of  1923  showed  1083  males  and  1314  female*  a total 
of  2397. 


Births. — The  births  registered  in  the  Burgh  were 
45  (27  male,  18  female).  The  rate  per  1000  living  was 
18-773.  The  rate  for  the  previous  year  was  19-116,  and 
for  1921,  22-184.  The  average  rates  for  the  three  previous 


decades  were  : — • 

1891-1900  26-706 

1901-1910  21-299 

1911-1920  20-401 

The  illegitimate  births  were  4,  or  nearly  9 per  cent, 
of  the  total  number.  The  rate  per  1000  unmarried  women 


and  widows  living  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  (estimated 
at  360)  was  11*11. 

The  legitimate  birth-rate  per  1000  married  women 
living  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  (estimated  at  232) 
was  176-72. 

Forty-five  births  were  intimated  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts.  Six  were  premature 
and  three  still-births.  As  the  latter  are  not  registered, 
the  figures  show  that  three  live  births  were  not  notified. 
There  are  no  midwives  within  the  meaning  of  the  Mid- 
wives (Scotland)  Act,  1915,  known  to  be  practising  within 
the  Burgh. 
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Deaths. — The  number  registered  was  28.  The  deaths 
of  six  usual  residents  which  occurred  elsewhere  require  to 
be  added,  making  a total  of  34,  of  which  12  were  male  and 
22  female.  The  table  below  shows  the  deaths  classified 
as  to  cause  and  in  age-groups.  The  rate  per  1000  living 
was  14  184.  Corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution  (factor 
•9128)  it  becomes  12-945.  The  corrected  rate  for  1922 
was  11-706;  for  1921,  11-765.  The  average  rates  for  the 
three  previous  decades  were  : — 

1891-1900 
1901-1910 
1911-1920 


15009 

14-444 

14-889 


4 
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BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE.— DEATHS  IN  1923. 


Cause  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

-1 

I- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45-  55- 

65-  75- 

or  8*#* 

8o-  prj  10Ci 

Enteric  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

...  . •« 

Smallpox  . 

... 

... 

Measles  .... 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

... 

...... 

• •• 

...  ... 

Whooping-cough  . 

... 

... 

... 

...  «M 

Diphtheria  .... 

... 

... 



Influenza  .... 

. . . 

... 

... 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

... 

... 

j — 

... 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

... 

... 

• •• 

...  ... 

Other  Epidemic  Diseases 

. . . 

... 

... 



Pulmonary  Phthisis 

2 

. .. 

2 

...  -761 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

1 

... 

1 

...  381 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis . 

... 

... 

... 

• • .«4 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

... 

• ». 

...  . . 

Malignant  Tumours 

8 

3 

4 

i 

...  3-0lf 

Rheumatic  Fever  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.)  . 

1 

... 

1 

381 

Apoplexy  .... 

6 

... 

1 

2 

3 

...  2 284 

Heart  Disease 

4 

... 

i 

3 

...  1*523 

Diseases  of  Arteries 

1 

... 

1 

...  -38! 

Bronchitis  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

... 

... 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

i 

... 

i 

• • t 

...  1 '381 

Enteritis  (under  2 years) 

... 

... 

...  Ml 

Appendicitis 

... 

... 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 

i 

... 

i 

... 

331 

Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 

... 

... 

... 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

• «. 

...  • — 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 

of  Pregnancy,  &c.  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 



Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 

Malformations 

3 

3 

... 

... 

... 

1*142 

Suicide  . 

• •• 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide)  . 

1 

... 

1 

... 

•3S1 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

5 

... 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 1 1-904 

Ill-Defined  Diseases 

- 



Total 

34 

3 

... 

1 

... 

3 

' 

i 

6 

7 

7 

4 

1 ,12*945 

__  _ 
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The  Zymotic  mortality  was  nil  ; the  Tuberculous  was 
low  ; that  from  Malignant  Disease  high,  double  that  of 
1922.  Apoplexy  and  Heart  Disease  combined  give  the 
highest  mortality  for  the  year. 

Deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  were  three, 
or  nearly  9 per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  Two 
occurred  very  shortly  after  birth,  and  a third  in  the  second 
week  of  life.  Premature  birth  was  the  cause  in  two,  and 
a toxaemia  in  the  third.  The  infantile  mortality -rate 
(calculated  per  1000  births)  was  67.  In  the  previous  year 
it  was  89  ; in  1921,  96.  During  the  period  1911-20  it  was 
85  : and  during  1891-1910,  102. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Scarlet  Fever  was  much  less 
prevalent  than  in  1922,  but  more  prevalent  than  has  usually 
been  the  case  in  Lockerbie.  Fifteen  cases  were  notified. 
Eleven  families  were  affected — there  being  eight  with  one 
case  in  each,  two  with  two,  and  one  with  three.  Three 
were  notified  in  January,  three  in  February,  three  in  May, 
one  in  each  of  June,  July,  and  August,  and  three  in  Sep- 
tember. All  of  them  were  admitted  to  Lochmaben  Joint 
Hospital. 

The  four  cases  of  Tuberculosis  included  one  of  Pul- 
monary Disease,  one  of  Abdominal,  one  of  Bony  Disease, 
and  one  of  Meningitis.  One  was  sent  to  the  Westmorland 
Sanatorium,  one  to  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal  Infirmary . 
Two  died.  A patient  notified  in  the  previous  year  was 
also  sent  to  the  Westmorland  Sanatorium. 

The  figures  in  the  following  table  are  summarised  from 
the  return  to  the  Board  of  Health  : — 


of  Cases  Notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification) 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


53 


Housing. — The  number  of  occupied  houses  in  the 
Burgh  at  the  enumeration  made  in  1923  was  643,  the 
unoccupied  houses  being  returned  as  13. 

Of  the  643,  twenty-three  were  houses  of  one  room, 
the  population  in  these  being  64.  Eight  had  one  inmate 
to  each,  five  had  two,  two  had  three,  two  had  four,  four 
had  five,  and  two  six.  The  percentage  of  one-roomed 
houses  was  nearly  3-6,  the  percentage  of  population  in  them 
being  2-7,  and  the  average  number  of  persons  to  a house 
2 8.  Of  the  houses  with  more  than  three  persons  there 
are  eight,  the  population  in  them  being  62-5  per  cent,  of 
the  total  one-roomed  population. 

Of  two-roomed  houses  there  were  143  in  occupation, 
with  a population  of  553.  Seventeen  were  occupied  by 
more  than  six  persons  to  each,  there  being  nine  with  seven, 
four  with  eight,  three  with  nine,  and  one  with  twelve. 
Twenty-two  per  cent,  of  the  two-roomed  population  were 
therefore  living  more  or  less  in  conditions  of  overcrowding. 

There  are  58  municipal  houses  erected  and  in  occupation. 

Plans  for  four  new  buildings  were  passed  by  the  Dean 
of  Guild  Court. 


The  Common  Lodging-house  has  been  found  in  a 
satisfactory  state  whenevei'  visited  by  the  Sanitary  In- 
spector, who  has  paid  both  day  and  night  visits. 


The  Water  Supply  has  been  well  maintained.  Owing 
to  pressure  in  the  County  Laboratory  the  usual  samples 
were  not  taken,  but  the  supply  has  presented  a good 
physical  appearance. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  issued  eight  intimations  of 
Nuisances  under  Section  19  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
Act,  1897.  Notices  under  Section  20  were  not  required. 
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The  effluent  from  the  Sewage  Purification  Works  is 
much  as  in  former  years.  No  complaint  has  been  received 
regarding  it. 

The  Slaughter-house  continues  to  be  kept  in  a satis- 
factory state. 

The  Registered  Dairies  are  reported  by  the  Inspector 
to  be  well  kept.  At  the  Creamery  of  the  Dumfriesshire 
Dairy  Company,  among  other  additions,  an  extensive 
Pasteurising  plant  has  been  installed. 


The  Workshops  on  the  Register  are  reported  to  be  well 
kept.  No  notices  or  other  proceedings  have  been  required. 
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BURGH  OF  MOFFAT. 

Area,  305  acres. 

Population.— At  the  Thirteenth  Decennial  Census  taken 
in  June,  1921,  when  there  were  a number  of  visitors,  the 
population  was  found  to  be  2426  (male  1087,  female  1339). 
At  an  enumeration  in  April,  1923,  there  were  947  males 
and  1105  females,  giving  a total  of  2052. 

Births. — The  births  registered  were  38  (24  male,  14 
female).  The  rate  per  1000  living  was  18-518.  The 
rate  for  1922  was  15-640,  and  that  for  1921,  14  427.  The 
average  birth-rates  for  the  three  previous  decades  were  : — 

1891-1900  18-532 

1901-1910  15-761 

1911-1920  16-337 

Three  births  were  illegitimate,  giving  a percentage  ol 
7-9  to  the  total  number,  and  a rate  per  1000  unmarried 
women  and  widows  living  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45 
(estimated  at  346)  of  8-67. 

The  legitimate  birth-rate  per  1000  married  women 
living  between  15  and  45  (estimated  at  148)  was  236  48. 

Thirty  births  were  intimated  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Notification  of  Births  Acts.  These  included  one  still- 
birth, so  that  nine  live  births  escaped  notification.  There 
are  no  midwives  within  the  meaning  of  the  Midwives  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1915,  known  to  be  practising  in  the  Burgh. 

Deaths. — The  number  registered  was  30.  Four  deaths 
of  non-residents  require  to  be  deducted  and  four  of  usual 
residents  which  occurred  elsewhere  to  be  added,  leaving 
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the  total  at  30,  of  which  14  were  male  and  16  female.  The 
classification  according  to  cause  and  in  age-groups  is  shown 
in  the  tabic  following.  The  rate  per  1000  living  was  14-619. 
Corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution  (factor  8154)  this 
becomes  11-920.  The  rate  in  the  previous  yeai  was 
13-735.  In  1921  it  was  7-704.  The  average  corrected 
rates  for  the  three  previous  decades  were  : — 


1891-1900 

1901-1910 

1911-1920 


15-695 

12- 025 

13- 972 


57 


BURGH  OF  MOFFAT.— DEATHS  IN  1923. 


Cause  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

-1 

1- 

5- 

jio- 

15- 

-25- 

35-J45- 

55- 

-65- 

75- 

85- 

Bates 
per  1000 

Typhus  Fever 
Smallpox  . 
Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-cough  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Influenza  .... 

Encephalitis  Lethargiea 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Other  Epidemic  Diseases 
Pulmonary  Phthisis 
Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis . 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1-192 

1 

1 

•397 

1 

1 

•397 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Malignant  Tumours 
Rheumatic  Fever  . 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1-589 

Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.)  . 
Apoplexy  .... 
Heart  Disease 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 987 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1'589 

Diseases  of  Arteries 

1 

1 

•397 

Bronchitis  .... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Enteritis  (under  2 years) 
Appendictis 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 
Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 
Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 
of  Pregnancy,  &c.  . 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 
Malformations 

1 

1 

•397 

Suicide  .... 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide)  . 
Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

3 

1 

2 

1-192 

6 

1 

1 

2 

9 

2-384 

Ill-Defined  Diseases 

1 

1 

•397 

Total 

30 

1 

ll... 

... 

1 

2 

1 

... 

3 

8 

11 

2 

11-920 

The  Zymotic  deaths  were  3 from  Influenza,  giving  a 
rate  of  1-192  per  1000.  The  Tuberculous  death-rate  was 
0-794.  The  Malignant  Disease  mortality  was  1-589  ; and 
the  combined  rates  from  Apoplexy,  Heart  Disease,  and 
Diseases  of  Arteries,  3-973. 

There  was  one  death  of  a child  under  one  year  of  age, 
equivalent  to  three  per  cent,  of  the  total  number.  This 
occurred  during  the  twelfth  week  of  life.  The  infantile 
mortality-rate  (calculated  per  1000  births)  was  27.  In 
the  previous  year  it  was  31  ; in  1921,  28.  The  average  of 
this  rate  during  the  period  1911-20  was  38  ; from  1891  to 
1910  it  was  75. 

Infectious  Diseases.  —Five  cases  reported  as  Diphtheria 
occurred.  Two  of  them  were,  however,  cases  for  observa- 
tion and  were  not  found  to  be  distinctly  diphtheritic,  the 
causative  organisms  not  being  found  in  the  swabs  taken 
from  patients’  throats. 

Two  cases  of  Chickenpox  were  intimated. 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  occurred,  and  no  Conscientious 
Objections  to  Vaccination  appear  to  have  been  made. 

Seven  cases  of  Tuberculosis  wrere  notified — four  of 
Pulmonary  Disease,  one  of  Abdominal,  one  of  Spinal  and 
one  of  Lupus.  Three  cases  of  Pulmonary  Disease,  including 
one  previously  notified,  and  one  of  Spinal  w7ere  sent  to 
Sanatoria. 

The  figures  in  the  following  table  are  summarised  from 
the  return  to  the  Board  of  Health  : — 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non -Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
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Housing. —The  enumeration  made  in  1923  gives  the 
number  of  oceupied  houses  as  539  arid  of  unoccupied  as 
13.  The  number  of  one-roomed  houses  occupied  was 
four,  three  having  one  inmate  to  each,  and  one  having  two. 
Of  two-roomed  houses,  95  were  returned  as  oceupied,  the 
population  in  them  being  274,  giving  an  average  of  about 
2-9  persons  to  each  house. 

Twenty-one  had  one  inmate  in  each,  twenty-three  had 
two,  twenty-two  had  three,  fifteen  had  four,  nine  had  five, 
three  six,  one  seven,  and  one  eleven. 

The  eight  municipal  houses  in  Mearsdale,  four  of  which 
contain  three-rooms  and  four  four  rooms,  have  a total 
population  of  twenty- eight. 

Water  Supply.— This  is  brought  by  two  mains,  one  of 
9-inch  and  one  of  6-inch  diameter,  from  springs  on  Granton. 
The  flow,  more  particularly  to  the  higher  parts  of  the  town, 
has  been  much  improved  by  the  scraping  of  the  6-inch 
main. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Works. — The  sewer  in  one  street 
(Syme  Street)  has  been  renewed  and  new  branch  drains 
laid  to  the  adjoining  properties.  The  effluent  from  the 
sewage  works  does  not  appear  to  have  given  rise  to  any 
complaint  during  the  year. 

Ten  complaints  of  Nuisances  were  received  by  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector.  The  intimations  required  by  Section  19 
of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1S97,  were  issued 
where  necessary,  and  no  further  proceedings  were  needed. 

The  Slaughter-house  continues  to  be  kept  in  a satisfac- 
tory state. 

The  Milkshops,  of  which  there  are  two  in  the  Burgh, 
are  also  v’ell  kept. 

The  Bakehouses  and  Workshops  have  been  found 
clean  and  satisfactory.  In  two  instances  lavatory  accom- 
modation was  found  deficient  and  made  good. 
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BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM. 

Area,  204  acres. 


Population. — At  the  Thirteenth  Decennial  Census  in 
1921  this  was  2655  (1151  male,  1504  female).  At  the 
enumeration  in  1923  there  were  1169  males  and  1515 
females,  giving  a total  of  2684. 


Births. — The  births  registered  in  the  Burgh  were  36 
(18  male,  18  female).  The  rate  per  1000  living  was  13-413. 
The  rate  for  1922  was  21-493  ; for  1921,  17-339.  The 
average  rates  for  the  three  previous  decades  were  : — 


1891-1900  20-112 

1901-1910  17-895 

1911-1920  15-028 


Five  births  were  returned  as  illegitimate.  The  rate 
per  1000  unmarried  women  and  widows  living  between 
the  ages  of  15  and  45  (estimated  at  472)  was  10-59. 

The  legitimate  birth-rate  per  1000  married  women 
living  between  15  and  45  (estimated  at  252)  was  123-01 . 

Thirty-five  births  were  intimated  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts.  They  included  one 
still-birth. 

There  are  no  midwives  within  the  meaning  of  the  Mid- 
wives (Scotland)  Act,  1915,  known  to  be  practising  in  the 
Burgh. 


Deaths.— The  number  registered  was  40.  Three 
deaths  of  non-residents  require  to  be  deducted  and  five 
deaths  of  usual  residents  which  occurred  elsewhere  to  be 
added,  making  the  total  42,  of  which  23  were  male  and  19 
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female.  The  table  following  shows  these  classified  accord- 
ing to  cause  and  in  age-groups.  The  rate  per  1000  living 
was  15-648.  Corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution  (factor 
•8269)  thi3  becomes  12-937.  The  corrected  rate  for  the 
previous  year  was  15-136  ; and  for  1921,  15-109.  The 
averages  of  these  rates  for  the  three  previous  decades 
were  : — 


1891-1900  .... 
1901-1910  ..... 
1911-1920 


14-545 

14- 876 

15- 195 
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BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM.— DEATHS  IN  1923. 


Cause  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

-1 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

85- 

Rates 
per  1000 

Enteric  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 

Smallpox  . . . . 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping-cough  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Influenza  .... 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Other  Epidemic  Diseases 
Pulmonary  Phthisis 
Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis . 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Malignant  Tumours 
Rheumatic  Fever  . 

Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.)  . 
Apoplexy  . . . . 

Heart  Disease 
Diseases  of  Arteries 
Bronchitis  .... 
Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Enteritis  (under  2 years) 
Appendicitis 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 
Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease; 
Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 
of  Pregnancy,  &c.  . 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 
Malformations 

Suicide  .... 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide)  . 
Other  Defined  Diseases  . 
Ill-Defined  Diseases 

• • • 

• • • 

• •• 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1*8*48 
• • • 

• • • 

2- 156 

•924 

•616 

•924 

■308 

•308 

•616 

•308 

•308 

•308 

3*0*80 

1-232 

6 

3 

2 

1 

... 

... 

... 

7 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

... 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

10 

4 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

2 

... 

3 

2 

3 

2 

... 

Total 

42  j 1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

2 

6 

6 

4 

10 

11 

... 

12-937 
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The  Zymotic  death-rate  was  nil,  the  Tuberculous 
1-848.  The  Malignant  Disease  death-rate  was  2-156.  The 
individual  rates  for  Apoplexy,  Heart  Disease,  and  Diseases 
of  Arteries  are  small,  but  when  combined  amount  to  2-404. 
The  combined  rate  for  the  previous  year  was  3-948. 

There  was  one  death  of  a child  under  one  year  of  age, 
the  cause  being  returned  as  Enteritis.  The  percentage 
of  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  2-4  : the  rate  per  1000 
births  was  28.  This  (the  infantile  mortality-rate)  was  70 
in  the  previous  year.  In  1921  it  was  65.  The  average 
of  the  decade  1911-20  was  63  ; from  1891  to  1910  it  was  93. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Fifteen  notifications  were  received. 
They  included  two  of  Scarlet  Fever,  six  of  Diphtheria,  and 
seven  of  Tuberculosis.  The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred 
one  in  April  the  other  in  May.  No  other  cases  were  known 
to  occur  during  the  year.  Five  cases  of  Diphtheria,  chiefly 
among  adults,  were  reported  in  May  and  one  in  July.  The 
causative  organisms  were  demonstrated  in  swabs  from 
five.  All  the  cases,  both  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria, 
were  sent  to  Eskdale  Hospital. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox.  The  Registrar 
intimated  receipt  of  three  Objections  to  Vaccination. 

The  cases  of  Tuberculosis  included  two  of  Pulmonary 
Disease,  two  of  Abdominal,  one  of  Bony  Disease,  one  of 
Glandular,  and  one  of  Meningitis.  Three  patients  suffering 
from  Pulmonary  Disease  (two  notified  in  the  previous  year) 
and  one  of  Glandular  were  sent  to  Sanatoria.  The  two 
Abdominal  cases  and  the  case  of  Meningitis  were  in  the 
Hope  Hospital  when  notified. 

The  table  below  gives  the  figures  summarised  from 
the  return  to  the  Board  of  Health  : — 
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Housing. — The  enumeration  made  in  1923  showed  SOI 
occupied  and  12  unoccupied  houses  in  the  Burgh.  Of  the 
occupied  houses  25  were  returned  as  having  one  room  only. 
The  population  in  these  amounted  to  41,  there  being  twelve 
with  one  person  to  each,  ten  with  two,  and  three  with  three 
in  each.  The  two-roomed  houses  were  197,  the  population 
in  them  being  600,  or  an  average  of  three  persons  per  house. 
Three  of  the  houses  were  returned  as  having  seven  inmates 
in  each,  four  as  having  eight,  and  two  nine. 


Tents  and  Vans. — These  have  been  kept  under  super- 
vision by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  made  fifteen  in- 
spections. No  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred  in  them. 


The  Water  Supply  (which  is  from  springs  on  Terrona} 
was  well  maintained  during  the  year. 


Sewage.— Considerable  progress  has  been  made  with 
the  construction  of  the  tank,  which  has  been  approved, 
as  stated  in  the  previous  report,  by  the  neutral  engineer 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Health.  In  certain  parts  of 
the  town  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  lay  new  sewers. 

Slaughter-houses. — Langholm  as  yet  has  no  public 
slaughter-house.  There  are  three  private  slaughter- 
houses licensed  by  the  Town  Council.  These  have  been 
the  subject  of  sixteen  inspections.  For  purposes  of  meat 
inspection  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  appointed 
Detention  Officer,  and  a Veterinary  Surgeon  in  Carlisle 
Meat  Inspector. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  four  on  the  Register. 
The  number  of  cows  is  twenty-three.  One  retail  shop 
sells  milk  produced  outside  the  Burgh.  The  require- 
ments regarding  whitewashing  in  May  and  November  have 
been  attended  to. 
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Workshops. — There  are  now  twenty-nine  on  the 
Register,  three  plumbers’  shops  having  been  added  during 
the  year.  The  twenty-nine  include  : — Five  bakers,  seven 
tailors,  three  dressmakers,  two  shoemakers,  one  saddler, 
two  printers,  two  joiners,  two  laundries,  one  blacksmith, 
one  motor  garage,  and  three  plumbers.  Premises  were 
found  in  a cleanly  state,  and  no  complaints  were  received 
from  the  Factory  Inspector. 


Nuisances.— -The  Sanitary  Inspector  dealt  with  twenty- 
seven.  No  notices  under  Section  20  of  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897,  appear  to  have  been  necessary,  and 
no  certificates  have  been  required  from  me. 
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LABORATORY. 


The  work  of  the  Laboratory  may  be  most  conveniently 
shown  in  the  two  following  tables,  the  first  of  which  indicates 
that  1773  specimens  of  various  kinds  were  examined  during 
1923,  of  which  890  were  swabs  from  throats,  348  sputa, 
197  bloods,  17  milks,  166  waters,  155  others,  and  that  25 
vaccines  were  made.  The  number  examined  each  quarter 
is  also  detailed.  The  second  table  shows  the  areas  from 
which  the  specimens  were  sent.  In  this  connection  it  is 
of  interest  to  note  that  specimens  for  Gonococci,  which 
at  one  time  predominated  over  those  from  burghal  areas, 
were  in  1923  distinctly  fewer. 

In  addition,  25  vaccines  were  made  for  practitioners 
from  various  of  the  above  specimens. 
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TABLE  L 


1923. 


QUARTERS. 


Total. 


1st. 

2nd. 

3rd. 

4th. 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  ... 

+ 

65 

159 

72 

196 

35 

83 

80 

179 

+ 2521 
- 617  [ 

890 

Other  Swabs  ... 

2 

8 

3 

8 

21 J 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

+ 

17 

57 

17 

74 

13 

54 

12 

55 

+ 59  | 
- 240  \ 

348 

Other  Sputa 

ii 

18 

9 

11 

49  J 

Bloods  : — 

Wassermann  ...  / 

+ 

12 

18 

8 

11 

+ 49'< 

126 

19 

16 

13 

29 

- 77  f 

Widal  | 

+ 

0 

5 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

+ M 
- 8/ 

9 

Anthrax  ...  ...  | 

+ 

1 

2 

2 

8 

1 

9 

1 

16 

+ 5V 
- 35  f 

40 

Malaria  ...  ...  | 

+ 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

+ ol 

- 3j 

3 

Cultures 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Examinations 

5 

4 

5 

4 

18 

Gonococci  ...  ...  | 

+ 

2 

6 

11 

9 

+ 28 

79 

5 

20 

17 

9 

- 5l} 

Spironema  Pallidum  ...  | 

+ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

+ 01 
- or 

0 

Cerebro -spinal  Fluids  j 

+ 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

+ n 

- 3/ 

4 

Faeces  ... 

6 

3 

2 

0 

11 

Urines  ... 

6 

2 

6 

6 

20 

Pus,  &c. 

9 

11 

6 

3 

29 

Milk  

0 

6 

6 

5 

17 

Water  ... 

47 

41 

40 

38 

166 

Miscellaneous  ... 

8 

3 

0 

1 

12 

Total 

439 

529 

325 

480 

= 

1773 

'i 


TABLE  II. 
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